
Our Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 

the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 

motivation toward greater accomplishments.  Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution. 

Visit our Website at: 

Tang Base Tampa Bay  

Visit our YouTube 
channel at : 

(367) Tang Base Tampa Bay - 
YouTube  

TANG BASE Meeting at Post #7 

Tang Base meets on the 3rd 

Saturday of each month except 

April, May, October & December at  

American Legion Post #7 

1760 Turner St 

Clearwater FL 33756 

 

USSVI Tang Base News Letter  

NEWS LETTER FOR MAY 2025 
Monthly news letter to keep base members, families and friends informed of the activities 

and events of the Tampa Bay, Tang Base. And most importantly to perpetuate the 

memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties aboard U.S 

Navy Submarines.  

Next Meeting May 17th 2025 

Spring May Picnic  

American Legion Post #7 

1760 Turner St, 

Clearwater, FL 33756   

Social time 11AM,  

Meal 11:30AM                                                                                                                                                                     

Meeting Starts at 12:00PM 
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The Binnacle list, is any of our Shipmates, Families or Friends that could use a 
little help with good thoughts or prayer. Please Keep the Tang Base Chaplain 
and POC Updated for those that desire to have cards sent  
 
Base Chaplain : Joel Grainger,  
(813)713-1587 ,   landman.grainger@gmail.com 
 

Prayer for our brothers and friends in need. 
 
Heavenly Father, we are so helpless, We care so much for our brothers and 
friends, They are special to all of us, It hurts us to see them suffering. 
And while we cannot be with them Lord, You be with them please. 
Be with those who attend them. Comfort those who love them and need them, 
As well as those who must wait.. Amen, William Ogburn, Chaplain Emeritus, 
Tang Base of USSVI    

In the Beginning, God Created Submariners  

Submariners Created Submarines And Submariners Created the Brotherhood 

Lost Boats for May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sailors, Rest your Oars  

Lord, these departed shipmates with Dolphins on their chests are part of an outfit 
known as the best.  Make them welcome and take them by the hand you’ll find without a 
doubt they were the best in all the land. So, Heavenly Father add these names to the roll 
of our departed shipmates on   patrol.  Let them know that we who survive will always 
keep their memory alive; and also, for all our shipmates currently serving and those of 

us still here and for all our futures 
 

 

Name of Submarine 
Approximate Date of 

Loss 
Number of Men Lost 

LAGARTO (SS-371) 4-May-45 86 

SCORPION (SSN-589) 22-May-68 99 

SQUALUS (SS-192) (later SAILFISH) 23-May-39 26 

STICKLEBACK (SS-415) 29-May-58 0 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-lagarto-371.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-scorpion-589.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-squalus-192.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-stickleback-415.htm


Tang Base Wardroom 

Commander  

Robert (Mike) Cailor (813)585-7615 

rmcgfish@gmail.com 
——————————————————- 

Vice Commander   

Robert Brady    (727)807-1012                           
bradyrobert305@gmail.com 

——————————————————— 

Secretary                                                                      
David Frazier  (417)268-8538                
davidfrazier594@gmail.com 

——————————————————— 

Treasurer 

Neil A. Kimes   (727)251-9011 

neilakimes@gmail.com 
——————————————————— 

Membership / Holland Club Chairman 

         Rich Geyer      (727)935-2246 

 Subrich598mm2@gmail.com 
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COB 
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——————————————————— 
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Donald “Terry” Hershman  
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capterry08@yahoo.com 
——————————————————— 
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———————————————————    

Historian / Chaplain  

Kaps 4 Kids Chairman 

Joel Grainger  

(813) 713-1587  

landman.grainger@gmail.com  

Historian  

Rick Connole (727) 372-5290  

ricconnole@aol.com  
———————— —————————— 

USSV-CF Ambassador 

Al Aumack (813)434-7298 

alaumack@me.com 
——————————————————- 

Librarian / National Secretary 

Dave Farrugia (813) 951-1898 

dfarrugia@tampabay.rr.com 
—————————————————— 

Photographer  /Tools Database Manager 

Gerry Pollack (727) 940-8036 

gapollack@user-services.com 
 —————————————————-- 

Immediate Past Cmdr - POC  

Bob Sommer (941)780-1136 

bobsommer@icloud.com 

——————————————— 

SE District 5 Commander 

Fernando Borges 

fborges59@hotmail.com 

———————————————- 
Tang Base Website & Facebook 

Website: Tang Base Tampa Bay  
Facebook: (2) Tang Base | Facebook  

Command Corner 
By Commander Mike Cailor                                          

and Vice Commander Robert Brady 

April 5, 2025, my wife, Rebecca and I went to the 125th Sub-

marine Ball in Charlestown, South Carolina.  What a marvel-

ous party.  US Navy and Australian submariners.  The party 

was held at the Trident Technical College, where the nukes 

are trained.  The food was great, the music was great, and a 

great feeling of brotherhood.  I highly recommend it to all 

members. 

 April 19, 2025, was Tang Base’s annual Submarine me-

morial at Hillsborough Veterans Memorial Park.  The service 

came off beautifully with one exception, the florist delivered 

the wreath to the wrong address. The piper piped, the vocalist 

sang, the Marines fired their rifles on que and the sea scouts 

in whites and honor guard in dress A’s were all great. 

 May 17, 2025, we will gather at Post 7 for our annual 

picnic. Constitution Park at Reddington Beach has not been 

restored after hurricane Milton.  This will be a short meeting, 

and we will order from the canteen. 

 Now an admonition to the members from your com-

mander.  I have spent an inordinate amount of time research-

ing and correcting the checks with USSVI National office.  

Now Hear This! Any money for base dues, national dues, 

charitable contributions, life memberships, Special fund 

contributions go to the Tang Base Treasurer period. If you 

deviate from this instruction, you are on your own.  Members 

have sent checks to USSVI National, with no notation as to 

what account it is to be applied to, bypassing the Treasurer.  

 See you at the picnic on May 17, 2025. 

http://www.tangbasetampabay.com/
https://www.tangbasetampabay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tang.base


  

May Birthdays  

Up Coming Events  

‘Riding the Vents’ is the monthly publication of Tang Base. The Editor is often guilty of plagia-

rizing anything he reads that he likes. Please also feel free to copy anything you like, but if he 

gets into trouble, so will you. If you would like to have a copy of this or any other issue emailed 

to a friend or to a potential new member, please contact the editor at  spar-

nonjagang@gmail.com 

Traveling Dolphins 

From Your Librarian.   

From Your Librarian.  I have read 
and will be donating the following 
books to our library:  Donitz and the 
Wolf Packs, Churchill's Band of 
Brothers, Operation Pedestal 1942, 
Battle of the Atlantic, and Fists of 
Steel.  All good readers and if you 
have any to donate, our library 
would always appreciate the 
books.  Until next month, see you 
around the library  

Dave Farrugia, Past Commander, 
National Secretary, and still your 
Librarian  

May 17th,  2025. Spring Picnic 

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

June 21st , 2025. June Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

July 19th, 2025. July Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

August 16th, 2025. August Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

September 20th, 2025. September Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

October 18th,  2025. Fall Picnic 

Constitution Park, Redington Shores FL.                                                                                      

James J. Schiebrel 5/6 

Edward F. Barnes 5/9 

Arturo Hernandez 5/18 

Humberto Alvarez 5/19 

James Crockett 5/27 

Gary Vernon 5/27 



Summary of Some Early Historic Submarine Developments  

 

Nautilus: 1800 

 

 While working for the French government in 1800, American inventor Robert Ful-

ton designed the “Nautilus,” an-all metal craft often called the first modern sub-

marine. The 21-foot ship featured several revolutionary innovations including a 

cigar-shaped hull and a copper conning tower. It used a hand-powered, four-

bladed propeller to move underwater, but also sported a collapsible mast and 

fan sail for surface travel. Diving planes were used to assist in submerging, and 

Fulton also experimented with storing compressed air in copper bottles to pro-

vide oxygen for his crew. The Nautilus made several successful test dives in the 

early 19th century, but it was dismantled and sold for scrap after it failed to win 

over both the French and English navies. Fulton, meanwhile, later returned to 

America and won fame for developing the world’s first commercially viable 

steamboat. 

 

Sea Devil: 1855 

 

 Wilhelm Bauer built his first submarine in 1850, but only narrowly escaped with 

his life after it sank in 50 feet of water during a demonstration. Undeterred, the 

Bavarian inventor continued experimenting and eventually received funding from 

the Russian government for a new vessel. After traveling to St. Petersburg in 

1855, he constructed the “Sea Devil,” a 52-foot submersible capable of carrying 

a crew of a dozen men. The ship boasted several technological breakthroughs 

including multiple ballast tanks for added buoyancy, a crude airlock and a pro-

peller that was powered by crewmen operating an internal treadmill. The “Sea 

Devil” would eventually make more than 130 successful dives before being lost 

at sea. Its most unusual feat came during the coronation of Czar Alexander II, 

when it submerged with a four-member brass band aboard. Witnesses later re-

ported that they could hear a rendition of the Russian national anthem coming 

from beneath the waves. 

 





By Joe Markowski, Submarine Readiness Squadron 32 

GROTON, Connecticut – The Navy commissioned its 24th Virginia-class fast-attack submarine, USS IOWA (SSN797), 

in a traditional ceremony held April 5, at Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, Connecticut. Christie Vilsack, 

Iowa’s sponsor and former First Lady of Iowa, gave the crew the traditional order to “man our ship and bring her to life,” 

after which Iowa’s sailors responded “aye aye ma’am” before ceremonially running aboard the submarine. The ceremo-

ny culminated a years-long process of commissioning SSN 797, the first submarine and third naval vessel named for the 

Hawkeye State. The most recent USS IOWA , the highly decorated WWII-era battleship BB 61 (1943-1990), saw action 

in World War II, the Korean War, and Gulf War. The first BB4 IOWA (1897-1919) saw action in the Spanish-American 

War and World War I. Iowa’s commanding officer Cmdr. Gregory Coy, a Walnutport, Pennsylvania native and 2006 

graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, called the event “a historic milestone” during his speech, praising the crew, ship-

builders, and commissioning committee. “This event is significant for both the life of a submarine and for the amazing 

people from the Hawkeye State,” Coy said. “To the plank owners, the shipbuilders, the commissioning committee, and 

our Navy and Submarine Force leaders, this is your submarine.” Coy took command of Iowa in June 2024 and led the 

crew from the shipyard and through a series of sea trials, to today’s commissioning and subsequent underway opera-

tions. “I am consistently humbled at what we have accomplished” Coy added. “Today, we become the ‘USS’ IOWA , and 

I intend to take her to the frontline, continuing the Navy’s overwhelming display of undersea dominance and lethality.” 

Iowa’s youngest plankowner - an honor given to commissioning crewmembers - Seaman Lilly Runyon shared her excite-

ment, saying “today’s a lot bigger than I thought it would be.” “It's kind of like I'm already used to this,” said Runyon of 

her sea trials as a PCU. “But now that we're commissioned, it's going to feel a little bit more official and I'm very excited 

for actual operations and figuring things out.” Secretary of the Navy John Phelan praised the crew and the shipbuilders 

during his speech calling the ceremony an “opportunity to show Navy lethality and our unmatched undersea superiority.” 

“It is an honor to commission the Navy’s newest nuclear-powered attack submarine, here at Groton, the submarine capi-

tal of the world,” Phelan said. “USS IOWA will make our fleet stronger and more lethal. As Iowa goes to sea, she does 

so with one mission: to ensure that America’s adversaries never doubt our resolve.” Adm. Daryl Caudle, U.S. Fleet Forc-

es commander and senior naval officer at the event, called his participation in the event a homecoming to the submarine 

capital of the world, a place he called “the nation's center of gravity for the steely-eyed killers of the deep.” “In this com-

ing year, this crew of proud American sailors will put this warship to sea and carry the name ‘Iowa’ to the far-flung cor-

ners of the globe projecting combat power for decades to come,” Caudle said. “It is the fearless warriors before me that 

turn this piece of metal weighing almost 8,000 tons - with hundreds of miles of fiber, cable, and piping systems - into a 

combat ship, a warship designed to decisively win our nation's battles. Your preparation and execution to get this ship to 

commissioning day is nothing short of amazing.” Other platform guests at the commissioning ceremony included Iowa 

Governor Kim Reynolds; Vice Adm. Robert Gaucher, U.S. Submarine Force commander; representatives from General 

Dynamics Corp.’s Electric Boat shipyard, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal and U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney of Connecticut. 

The master of ceremonies was Lt. Cmdr. Scott Carper, executive officer of the USS IOWA . Capt. Jason Grizzle, com-

modore of Iowa’s parent Submarine Squadron (SUBRON) 4, likened the success of the crew to the “hard work and dedi-

cation that directly mirror people from the Hawkeye State.” “Iowa’s motto states that ‘our liberties we prize and our rights 

we will maintain,’” Grizzle explained. “This crew lives by that creed, evidenced today by this fine ship – built, manned, 

and prepared - in record time, ready to get out to sea where she belongs.” Iowa, whose keel was laid in August 2019 

and christened in June 2023, was designed with stealth and surveillances capabilities, as well as special warfare en-

hancements, to meet the Navy’s multi-mission requirements. The submarine is 377 feet long, has a 34-foot beam, can 

dive to depths greater than 800 feet, and operate at speeds in excess of 25 knots. Iowa has a crew of approximately 135 

Navy personnel. It is designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship, re-

ducing lifecycle costs while increasing underway time. The submarine was built by General Dynamics Electric Boat ship-

yard facility in Groton, Connecticut. Fast-attack submarines are multi-mission platforms enabling five of the six Navy 

maritime strategy core capabilities – sea control, power projection, forward presence, maritime security and deterrence. 

They are designed to excel in anti-submarine warfare, anti-ship warfare, strike warfare, special operations, intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance, irregular warfare and mine warfare. Fast-attack submarines project power ashore with 

special operations forces and Tomahawk cruise missiles in the prevention or preparation of regional crises 





Bagpiper 

Commanders Welcome 

Guest Speaker Chaplain 

Riverview JROTC Color Guard  

Sun Coasts Air Squadron Sea Cadets and       

Ms. Anneta Kraus performing the Wreath Laying  

Honor Guard and Bugler  

Marine Corp League Detachment 1226 Riverview  

National Anthem  

Service Attendees   

April Memorial Service Pictures  



Cake 

Tolling of the Boats   

Tang Base Parade Float  



Socializing  



TANG BASE BOOSTERS 

Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

Make your check out to ‘USSVI Tang Base’ and mail to:   

Neil A. Kimes 

1373 Curtis Drive E  

Clearwater, FL  33764 

2023 2024 
Sally Key  Special fund in Memory of Charlie Key  Bob Sommer Special fund   

Bob Sommer Model Storage, Special Fund Bob Brady Special fund   

John Poyer Special fund   Bob Backmen Special fund   

Ken Burtner USS Rock Fish SS274, Special Fund Neil Kimes Special fund   

Pauline Burtner In Memory of  Mike Cailor Special fund   

Robert Westfall Special Fund     

William Brown Special Fund     

Jim Franz Special Fund     

AL Aumack Model Storage      

Bill Ogburn  Kaps 4 Kids, Port St Lucie Memorial , Picnic Donation      

Jerry Lee Edwards Special Fund      

Bob Brady  USS Dace SSN 607, Special Fund     

Bernice Brady  Friend of Tang Base      

Al Ryback USS Cavalla SSN-684     

Colleen Rybak Friend of Tang Base      

Jerry Anderson  Special Fund     

Anneta Krauss Special Fund     

Debbie Vingin Associate Member      

William Vingin  Associate Member      

Dan Craw Kaps 4 Kids      

Bill Ogburn  Christmas Luncheon Donation      

James Schiebrel  Special Fund      

Anneta Kraus Kaps 4 Kids     



Tang Base on Eternal Patrol  -  Sailors, Rest Your Oars 

Robert Sheets                  
USS Odax  SS-484    

5/10/1995 

Dean Steinmetz               
USS Sea Owl  SS-405 

8/16/1997 

Larry B. Moody             
USS Chopper  SS-342  

1/13/1998 

Karl Hermann               
USS Odax  SS-484 

12/5/1999 

Edward Wilson                  
USS S-10  SS-115      

1/12/2000 

George Rocek               
USS Sculpin  SS-191 

Unknown 

Joseph J. Lilenfeld            
USS Sailfish  SS-192    

8/8/2000 

Werner Fridman              
USS Cavalla  SSK-244   

10/20/2000 

Edgar A. Chase             
USS S-7  SS-132  

10/24/2000 

Rudy Burkett                
USS Flyingfish  SS-229  

5/15/2001 

Doyle Rowell                     
USS Pickerel  SS-524   

6/1/2002 

John McNelis                
USS Spot  SS-413 

Unknown 

John Scott Sr.                  
USS Halfbeak  SS-352 

6/29/2002 

Dean Brooks                   
USS Rasher  SS-269 

8/19/2002 

Donald Dubendorfer     
USS  S-14  SS-119  

9/6/2002 

Clayton S. Scisco         
USS Crevalle SS-291       

11/19/2002 

Clifford Perry                    
USS Bergall  SS-320  

5/15/2003 

Joe Anderson               
USS S-11  SS-116  

9/21/2003 

John A. Burke                  
USS Argonaut  SS-166  

1/31/2004 

Norbert E. Ayres             
USS Diablo  SS-479  

2/18/2004 

John Buczek                   
N/A                        

4/10/2004 

Robert Warnock           
USS Barracuda  SS-163  

8/3/2004 

Gerhard R. Richter                  
U-81                         

10/19/2005 

Richard Hogan              
USS Baya  SS-318  

12/13/2005 

Ernest Van Deventer        
USS Pompon  SS-267  

1/11/2006 

Lester J Seaver               
USS Runner  SS-476  

4/13/2006 

James L. Monte             
USS Sea Devil  SS-400 

4/19/2006 

Robert H. “Bob’ Collins  
USS Cavalla  SS-244  

7/1/2006 

Donald L. Powell               
USS Cubera  SS-347  

7/21/2006 

William J. Mayer            
USS Pomfret  SS-
391  11/17/2006 

John P. Kulik                    
USS Bowfin  SS-287  

11/29/2006 

Mark A. Kohlhof                
USS Cod  SS-224                  

12/30/2006 

John H. Morrissey         
USS Sturgeon  SS-187  

1/15/2007 

Thomas Harrow            
USS Argonaut  SS-475  

3/29/2007 

Leon Marion                      
USS Quillback  SS-424  

6/26/2007 

Nickolas Manolas          
USS Grampus  SS-

523  10/21/2007 

Robert W. Rose                
USS Pike  SS-173    

11/19/2007 

Michael Porter                 
USS Grouper  SSK-214  

12/3/2007 

Arthur F. Hunsberger  
USS Conger  SS-477   

7/23/2008 

James F. Rankin           
USS R-15  SS-92  

10/15/2008 

Charles Anderson             
USS Dolphin  SS-169   

10/18/2008 

James Foley                  
USS R-13  SS-90  

10/22/2008 

Donald C. Birch                 
N/A                           

11/2/2008 

Joseph A. Sabol              
USS Raton  SS-270  

11/3/2008 

Grant Besser                
USS Requin SS-481 

12/5/2008 

Benjamin C. Davis        
USS Sea Dragon SSN-584  

12/8/2008 

Ostiglio F. Carbonari         
USS Pogy  SS-266      

7/10/2009 

Francis J. Higham         
USS S-12   SS-117  

8/16/2009 

Joseph Milner,                  
USS Aspro  SS-309   

9/13/2009 

Theodore McAnly             
USS Scabbardfish  SS-397  

10/22/2009 

Thomas B. Dabney        
USS Plunger  SS-179  

5/21/2010 

Harry Flagg                  
USS Hoe  SS-258  

7/19/2010 

Henry Kaskey                    
USS Capelin  SS-289    

1/2/2011 

James D. Tobin             
USS Steelhead  SS-

280  2/19/2011 

Frank P. Dell                     
USS Cachalot  SS-170  

4/3/2011 

Archibald Warnock          
USS S-20  SS-125    

5/31/2011 

Robert Flaherty             
USS Torsk  SS-423  

7/30/2011 

J. Read Gwyer              
USS Bluegill  SS-242  

2/2/2012 

Howard Stein                    
USS Becuna  SS-319  

4/30/2012 

Harry Peche                  
USS Lamprey   S-

372  6/2/2012 

John Romeo                     
USS Sea Poacher  SS-406  

5/30/2012 

Rowland Brown               
USS Quillback  SS424  

8/12/2012 

Charles W. Brink          
USS Icefish  SS-367  

10/27/2012 

Gerhard Bultmann        
USS Chivo  SS-241  

12/16/2012 

James W. Eubanks           
USS Drum  SS-228     

2/24/2013 

Charles F. Miles, Jr.      
USS Bang  SS-385  

3/19/2013 

Emmett D. Miller               
USS Pomfret  SS-391  

4/16/2013 

Charles W. Crawford       
USS Raton  SS-270  

4/18/2013 

Edward H. Frank           
USS Hoe  SS-258  

5/22/2013 

Patrick J. McGee          
USS Threadfin  SS-410  

10/2/2013 

Huie Thomas Dickey          
USS Trumpetfish  SS-425  

10/14/2013 

Charles W. Boisvert      
USS O-6  SS-67      

2/3/2014 

Donald L. McCurley          
USS Sablefish  SS-303  

5/8/2014 

Edgar W. Nordyke           
USS Croaker  SS-246  

5/24/2014 

Robert Sundmaker        
USS Diablo  SS-479   

11/10/2014 

Donald Van Dorn          
USS Barracuda  SS-163  

3/1/2015 

Warren  P. Johnson          
USS Sabalo  SS-302     

3/9/2015 

Raymond C. Aldrich      
USS Irex  SS-485   

9/19/2015 

Albert J. Dempster           
USS S-43  SS-154     

10/2/2015 

Robert E. Chambers        
USS Trigger  SS-564  

4/6/2016 

James H. McCullough  
USS Sirago  SS-485  

8/13/2016 

Claude (Wes) Gallaher  
USS Dragonet  SS-293  

11/26/2016 

Albert Frederick Cabana  
USS Sea Cat  SS-399  

1/24/2017 

John Benedict Gant-
nier         USS Por-

poise    SS-172    
5/1/2017 

Walter Ragan                   
USS Grampus (SS-523)  

12/10/2017 

Richard “Dick” F. Mohl  
USS Aspro (SS-309)  

1/29/2018 

Douglas DeWitt             
USS Scorpion (SSN-589)  

4/7/2018 

Robert Gruschow         
USS Tirante (SS-420)  

5/12/2012 

Michael  R. Jacqmin          
USS Sam Houston          

(SSBN-609)               
8/25/2018 

Robert C. Readel          
USS O-10 (SS-71)  

10/9/2018 

Charles T. Key                  
USS Chopper     (SS-342)    

1/17/2019    

Thomas "Tom" R. Rostan  
USS Abraham Lincoln SSBN 

602 11/18/2019 

James H. Sills               
USS Sea Fox SS 402  

12/13/2019 

John D. Fink                           
USS Tigrone SS 419  

4/11/2020 

James J. Schmidt              
USS Thomas Jefferson  

(SSBN 618)                
9/11/2020 

Edward R. White                           
USS Bugara SS 331  

11/15/2020 

John E. Harrison                             
USS Tilefish SS 307    

2/1/2021                           

Charles “Charlie” E. Bond 
USS Spikefish SS 404  

2/8/2021 

Raymond J. Dennis                         
USS Sealion SS 315               

5/15/2021 

C. Frank Wreath                        
USS Quillback SS 424  

8/2/2021 

Leonard D. Greenwood                  
USS Growler SS 215  

11/23/2021 

Allen C. Holt                                  
USS Tambor SS198     

12/8/2021 

Roland Creaser              
USS Grayback SSG 574 

1/28/2022 

Donald Edwards  USS 
Jallao SS-368  6/1/2022 

Vincent J San Filippo  
USS Theodore Roosevelt 

SSBN 600 USS John 
Marshall SSBN 611 

11/9/2022 

Leland B. Holmes Associ-
ate Member 11/8/2022 

William Gordon Hill        
USS Bonefish SS-223   Jan 

1, 2023 

Edwin W Thompson 
JR. USS Sea Poach-

er   12/20/2022  



Prayer for our Departed Shipmates  

Almighty God, our heavenly father, who art our refuge and strength and a very 

present help in times of trouble. Help us at this time to put our trust in thee, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to see us through our times of sorrow.  

We thank thee for the life and love, of our shipmates and we ask that the work 

they started here on this earth be carried in the hearts and hands of their family 

and friends. They leave more than just memories.  

Help us to go our way bravely. Even though alone and to do our tasks faithfully 

day-by-day. Make our true love and brotherhood be a constant inspiration to 

our lives and may their memory live on through us. Grant us peace and 

strength for the battle of life while it lasts, and rest at the close of day, when 

work is done.  

Father, when we too are tired, and would prepare ourselves to slip beneath the 

final wave. Grant that we may let loose the moorings and sink slowly into the 

deep waters trusting like them, to wake with thee.  

We commend into your hands of mercy, most merciful father, the souls of our 

departed shipmates may they be found acceptable in your sight.  

They now sail under your orders on their eternal patrol, Shipmates rest your 
oars, Amen  

Tang Base on Eternal Patrol  -  Sailors, Rest Your Oars 

Ronald E. Clauson    USS 
Blenny (SS-324)  

6/12/2023 

Ronald William Rivard 
8/24/2023 

William W. Strand                
USS Barracuda SSK-1/SST-3 

1/11/2024 

Eugene Ray Girtman  
USS Skate (SSN-578) 

May 22, 2024 

Edward R Gaurich       
USS Requin SS/SSR/

AGSS-481          July 1, 
2024 

Dennis Zipay             
USS Nathan Hale  

SSBN-623               
March 10, 2024 

Phillip Edward Beals Sr. 
USS Bang (SS 385) 

7/8/2024 

William F. Ogburn, Jr. 
USS Sea Fox SS-402 

3/20/2025 

James A Frantz                   
USS Trutta SS-421     

3/28/2025 

George Ditmore 
4/17/2025 

Roland Pelletier 
4/18/2025 

 



US Navy News 

Navy relieves CO of Navy Information Operations Command Colorado 

The Navy relieved the commanding officer of Navy Information Operations Command 

Colorado on Thursday, the service announced. 

Cmdr. Christopher Johnson was relieved of his duties by Capt. Chelsey Zwicker, commo-

dore of Naval Information Operations Command Pacific, due to a “loss of confidence in 

his ability to command,” the Navy said. 

The Navy maintains the highest standards for commanding officers and holds them ac-

countable when those standards are not met,” the service said in a release. 

The release did not provide additional details on Johnson’s dismissal. The Navy uses 

“loss of confidence” as a blanket statement when relieving commanding officers. 

Johnson, who resumed command of NIOC Colorado in May 2023, has been temporarily 

reassigned to U.S. Fleet Cyber Command, according to the Navy. 

Johnson commissioned through Officer Candidate School, according to his biography on 

the Naval Information Forces website. His previous assignments include as division of-

ficer and officer of the deck aboard the carrier Carl Vinson, cryptologic resource coordina-

tion for the commander of Carrier Strike Group Nine aboard the carrier Theodore Roose-

velt and the U.S. 7th fleet director of the offensive maritime information operations center 

aboard the amphibious command ship Blue Ridge. 

Ashore, Johnson served as the deputy collections manager and cyber operations officer 

at U.S. Pacific Fleet and the Navy’s senior cryptologic warfare instructor and executive 

officer at Information Warfare Training Command Corry Station, in Pensacola, Florida, ac-

cording to his bio. 

Cmdr. Mark Tuner, the Naval Information Forces liaison officer to U.S. Fleet Cyber Com-

mand, will temporarily lead NIOC Colorado until a permanent replacement is found. 

NIOC Colorado is a subordinate command of Naval Information Operations  



VA Information 

VA names nine additional facilities that will deploy Federal EHR in 2026 

Sites are located in Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Alaska 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs today announced the complete list of additional medical 

facilities at which it will deploy the Federal Electronic Health Record system in 2026 under its accelerated deployment 

schedule. 

The nine additional VA medical centers and their associated clinics that will go live with the EHR in 2026 are as follows: 

Cincinnati VAMC-Fort Thomas (Fort Thomas, KY) 

Chillicothe VAMC (Chillicothe, OH) 

Cincinnati VAMC (Cincinnati, OH) 

Dayton VAMC (Dayton, OH) 

Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC (Cleveland, OH) 

Fort Wayne VAMC (Fort Wayne, IN) 

Marion VAMC (Marion, IN) 

Richard L. Roudebush VAMC (Indianapolis, IN) 

Alaska VA Healthcare System (Anchorage, AK) 

The nine sites announced today were chosen following planning sessions among officials from VA’s Electronic Health 

Record Modernization Integration Office, regional and local VA medical leaders, VA clinicians and EHR vendor Oracle 

Health. 

“We are excited to bring Veterans in Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio and Alaska a modern medical record system that will re-

sult in improvements to care, coordination and convenience. The Federal EHR is integrated across all VA and Depart-

ment of Defense components, enabling seamless data exchange while enhancing care, safety and customer service 

for patients,” said VA Secretary Doug Collins. 

The Federal EHR system VA will deploy at a total of 13 sites in 2026 is the same electronic health record that is al-

ready operated by the Department of Defense, and the system will improve customer service and convenience for both 

VA and DOD patients. 

The department previously announced in December 2024 that four VA sites in Michigan — VA Battle Creek Medical 

Center, VA Detroit Healthcare System, VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, and VA Saginaw Healthcare System — 

would go live with the EHR in 2026. Full implementation of the Federal EHR system at every VA facility is expected as 

early as 2031. 

VA is pursuing a market-based approach to site selection for its deployments going forward. This will enable the de-

partment to scale up the number of concurrent deployments, while also enabling staff to work as efficiently as possible. 

VA will adopt a standard baseline of products, workflows and integrations aligned with subject-matter-expert recom-

mendations. The standardized national baseline will ensure successful Federal EHR implementation, accelerate de-

ployments, simplify decision-making and support future optimizations. 

For more information about VA’s overall EHR modernization effort, see https://digital.va.gov/ehr-modernization/ 
 

https://digital.va.gov/ehr-modernization/


Shipmates, 

The USSV Charitable Foundation is excited to announce the launch of a new, valuable ser-

vice for our members, their spouses, children, and grandchildren. This service, available at 

MyLegacyWill https://mylegacywill.com/ussvcf , allows you to prepare your Will for FREE, 

starting today. Take the first step towards securing your legacy by building your own Will 

with this complimentary service. 

 Your Charitable Foundation has established this service due to your positive feedback. 

The reputation of MyLegacyWill is above reproach, and you will find that you can go at 

your own pace as you establish your Will. This flexibility allows you to take control of the 

process, with available guidance within the application once you begin the process. You 

can consult your attorney any time you wish, giving you the power to make informed deci-

sions about your Will.  

The Charitable Foundation is pleased to offer this free service for the convenience of all 

USSVI members and their families. As the owner of your estate, you are the best judge of 

any actions you take. Your circumstances are unique to you, and if you ever feel uncertain 

about how to proceed, we encourage you to consult your attorney. Please note that neither 

the Charitable Foundation nor USSVI assumes any liability for using this service or any 

outcomes resulting from its use. 

 

Respectfully, 

Bob Bachman 

USSVCF 

President 

www.ussvcf.org 

 

https://mylegacywill.com/ussvcf


USS Tang plaque at the NTC Park          

Submarine Memorial Point Loma at what 

was on the Grinder at RTC San Diego  




