RIDINGIHE

Our Creed

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.

USSVI Tang Base News Letter
NEWS LETTER FOR JUNE 2026

Monthly news letter to keep base members, families and friends informed of the ac-
tivities and events of the Tampa Bay, Tang Base. And most importantly to perpetuate
the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties

aboard U.S Navy Submarines.

TANG BASE Meeting at Post #7

Tang Base meets on the 3rd
Saturday of each month except

April, May, October & December at

American Legion Post #7
1760 Turner St

Clearwater FL 33756

Next Meeting

Saturday, June 20, 2026
Social at 11:00 - Lunch at 11:30
Meeting at 12:00

WVENTS

Visit our Website at:

Tang Base Tampa Bay

Visit our YouTube
channel at :

(367) Tan% Base Tampa Bay -
ouTube

Tang Base Website & Facebook

Website: Tang Base Tampa Bay
Facebook: (2) Tang Base | Facebook
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In the Beginning, God Created Submariners
Submariners Created Submarines And Submariners Created the Brotherhood

Lost Boats for June

Name of Submarine Approxiin(‘;lstse Date of Number of Men Lost
HERRING (SS-233) 1-Jun-44 83
R-12 (SS-89) 12-Jun-43 42
GOLET (SS-361) 14-Jun-44 82
BONEFISH (SS-223) 18-Jun-45 85
S-27 (SS-132) 19-Jun-42 0
0-9 (SS-70) 20-Jun-41 33

Sailors, Rest your Oars

Lord, these departed shipmates with Dolphins on their chests are part of an outfit
known as the best. Make them welcome and take them by the hand. You'll find without
a doubt they were the best in all the land. So, Heavenly Father, add these names to the
roll of our departed shipmates on patrol. Let them know that we who survive will
always keep their memory alive; and also, for all our shipmates currently serving, and
those of us still here, and for all our futures.

The Binnacle list includes any of our Shipmates, Families or Friends that could
use a little help with good thoughts or prayers. Please keep the Tang Base
Chaplain and POC Updated for those that desire to have cards sent.

Base Chaplain : (open), please contact Bob Brady, newsletter editor, with info.
(727) 807-1012, bradyrobert305@gmail.com

Prayer for our brothers and friends in need.

Heavenly Father, we are so helpless. We care so much for our brothers and
friends. They are special to all of us. It hurts us to see them suffering.

And while we cannot be with them Lord, you be with them please.

Be with those who attend them. Comfort those who love them and need them,
as well as those who must wait. Amen.

Tang Base of USSVI




Tang Base Wardroom

Commander
Jerry Anderson (727)494-2425
mvlasabia@gmail.com

Vice Commander
Barry Hammond
bhammond2006@yahoo.com
(321)482-4653

Secretary
David Frazier (417)268-8538
davidfrazier594@gmail.com

Treasurer
Robert Brady (727)807-1012
bradyrobert305@gmail.com

Membership / Holland Club Chairman
Rich Geyer  (727)935-2246
Subrich598mm2@gmail.com

COB
Frank Klier
frankhyd@jj.net

Storekeeper
Donald “Terry” Hershman
(727)743-1652
capterry08@yahoo.com

Public Relations / Webmaster
T.J. Barr (816)206-5398
Toddjbarr@protonmail.com

Chaplain
(position is open)

Kaps 4 Kids Chairman
(position is open)

Historian
Rick Connole (727) 372-5290
ricconnole@aol.com

USSV-CF Ambassador
Al Aumack (813)434-7298
alaumack@me.com

Librarian / National Secretary
Dave Farrugia (813) 951-1898
dfarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Photographer /Tools Database Manager
Gerry Pollack (727) 940-8036
gapollack@user-services.com

Immediate Past Commander
Robert Cailor
rmcgfish@gmail.com

POC
Bob Sommer (941)780-1136
bobsommer@icloud.com

Command Corner
By Commander Jerry Anderson
And Vice Commander Barry Hammond

Hello Shipmates

| want to thank everyone who attended our picnic in May. It
was a wonderful event, specifically thanks to Vice
Commander Barry Hammond for organizing it and Al Aimack
for serving as our grill master.

Please be sure to mark your calendars for our next picnic
this October.

Our next upcoming event is the 4th of July parade in
Kenneth City. | will be pulling the float, but we are looking for
volunteers to carry the flag and our banner, as well as
additional marchers. | will have room in my truck for any
members who are unable to walk the route.

Please let me know if you can participate at our next
meeting on June 20th.

Don't forget to vote for our national officers and if thinking
about going to the national convention, do soon because the
hotel is filling up fast.

Jerry Anderson, Tang Base Commander

Surface, Surface, Surface,
BELOW—FBM Submarine Pictures



From Your Librarian. Up Cominq Events

Memorial Day gave us the opportunity to

remember Pearl Harbor, December 7th, June 20, 2026. — Monthly Meeting
1941. Also, June 6th was D-Day in WWIL.
IRl [EEE S00LL I SIEE <O i Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 1100

United States: The Japanese planes came
in two waves and destroyed 188 aircraft .
and damaged 159. They sank or damaged July 18, 2026. — Monthly Meetlng
18 ships, including 8 battleships. 2,403

sailors and soldiers were killed and 1,178 Meet at American Legion POSt #7 at 1100

wounded.
The enemy lost 29 aircraft/pilots, one

large submarine, and five midget August 15, 2026. — Monthly Meeting

submarines. This day will never be
forgotten or those who gave their lives for Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 1100

the United States of America.

Until next month, see you around
the library. Dave Farrugia, Past
Commander, National Secretary,
and still your Librarian.

June Birthdays
Traveling Dolphins
Joel Sparnon 6/3
Al Aumack 6/15
William D Mitchell 6/15
Alan Stalb 6/20
Arthur R. Jorgensen 6/26

‘Riding the Vents’ is the monthly publication of Tang Base. The Editor is often guilty of plagiarizing any-
thing he reads that he likes. Please also feel free to copy anything you like, but if he gets into trouble, so
will you. If you would like to have a copy of this or any other issue emailed to a friend or to a potential
new member, please contact the editor at

sparnonjagang@gmail.com




Commissioning of two new submarines — USS Massachusetts (SSN-798) & USS Idaho (SSN-799)

The new USS Massachusetts (SSN-798) was commissioned in Boston Harbor in March.
Bob Brady attended the pre-commissioning events and also

the Commissioning Ceremony on the container shipping pier in

Boston Harbor. It was 29 degrees and windy, but over 2,000

people attended the event. WOW.
The boat had to be tied to a barge between the pier and the

boat and had a group of Coast Guard boats with machine guns

protecting it on the water side. There were also mobile genera-

tors and a lot of cables and gangways that had to be installed.

It was quite a sight.

The new USS Idaho (SSN-799) was commissioned in Groton, CT
Bob Brady was also at the commissioning week ac-

tivities and the Commissioning Ceremony for the USS

Idaho (SSN-799) at the Submarine Base in Groton,

CT. The events and participation was incredible with

over 2,000 participating in many activities for donors

and the crew.
The boat was tied up to the pier which has many

services and supporting things (power, etc.) as shown

in the picture to the right, and the weather was good.

Shipmates

Welcome to our new website, which you can reach at  https://ussvi.org or https://ussubvets.org  Your email ad-
dress is your username, and you can use the forgot password option to reset your password. The email takes 3-5 minutes to
arrive and provides a temporary password, which you should change.

This system is very similar to our old one, except with modern technology. Your role as a Member, Base, District, Region,
or National Officer is already configured, so that portion of your onboarding should be seamless. In the upper-right-hand cor-
ner, three horizontal lines indicate the menu for the dashboards you have access to. There are menus for Guest, Member,
Base, District, Region, or National Officer. We will likely require two-factor authentication for any “Tools Users" in the near
future.

Another major feature is to find a base, which is located under advanced search. Here you can find almost any type of
search available.

Dues and renewals can be paid online, plus a 3.5% fee from Stripe.

There is a “Bug Report” and a “New Feature/Change Request Report.” While we had 39 bug reports during testing, we
believe we have resolved 30 of them so far.

Thank you to our testers for Phase lll Final Testing: Tom Williams, NJVC, Sharon Walsh, National Officer Manager, Fred
Borgmann; Dennis Nardone, Past National Office Managers, Pete Juson, WRD, Rick Mitchell, CRD, Jeff Walsh, NERD, Jim
Sandman, National Chaplain, Fernando Borges, SE-5, Jim DeMott, WD4, Brian Bell, WD2, Charlie Murray, Groton Base, Bill
Dornik, Mare Island Base, Nick Nichols, Charleston Base, and lleene Davis Bremerton Base Commander.

Our core Tech Team on this project was Gil Aguilar (Developer), Gerry Smith (Wyoming Base), Bill Stuple (Snug Harbor
Base), Nick Sadowy (Gold Country Base), and me (Mare Island Base).

All of our volunteers - Bravo Zulu!  Your efforts are a game-changer! Soon we will have all of the Bugs fixed.

Please explore our site and enjoy!
Respectfully, Tim Carlisle, CTO




Richard Murphy
New Member

Base Commander
Welcome

District Commanders Report

Chow and Socializing

Chef at Work

50/50 Raffle Winner



Tolling of
the Boats

Socializing & Sea Stories

Pledge of Allegiance




TANG BASE BOOSTERS

2026
Special fund In Memory . .
Sally Key of Charles Key David Frazier General fund
Bob Sommer Special fund
William & Deborah

Vingin General Fund

Peter Wilcox Special fund
James Schiebrel Booster
Albert Rybak Booster

Anneta Kraus General Fund

Bob Brady General Fund

Contributions Gratefully Accepted

Make your check out to ‘USSVI Tang Base’ and mail to:

Robert Brady
39248 US HWY 19N, Lot# 162
Tarpon Springs FL 34689-3964




Tang Base on Eternal Patrol - Sailors, Rest Your Oars

Robert Sheets Dean Steinmetz Larry B. Moody Karl Hermann Edward Wilson George Rocek
USS Odax SS-484 USS Sea Owl SS-405 USS Chopper SS-342 USS Odax SS-484 USS S-10 SS-115 USS Sculpin SS-191
5/10/1995 8/16/1997 1/13/1998 12/5/1999 1/12/2000 Unknown

Joseph J. Lilenfeld Werner Fridman Edgar A. Chase Rudy Burkett Doyle Rowell John McNelis
USS Sailfish $S-192 USS Cavalla SSK-244 USS S-7 SS-132 USS Flyingfish $S-229 USS Pickerel SS-524 USS Spot SS-413
8/8/2000 10/20/2000 10/24/2000 5/15/2001 6/1/2002 Unknown

John Scott Sr.
USS Halfbeak SS-352

Dean Brooks
USS Rasher SS-269

Donald Dubendorfer
USS S-14 SS-119

Clayton S. Scisco
USS Crevalle SS-291

Clifford Perry
USS Bergall SS-320

Joe Anderson
USS S-11 SS-116

6/29/2002 8/19/2002 9/6/2002 11/19/2002 5/15/2003 9/21/2003
John A. Burke Norbert E. Ayres John Buczek Robert Warnock Gerhard R. Richter Richard Hogan
USS Argonaut SS-166 USS Diablo SS-479 N/A USS Barracuda SS-163 - USS Baya SS-318
1/31/2004 2/18/2004 4/10/2004 8/3/2004 10/19/2005 12/13/2005

Ernest Van Deventer
USS Pompon SS-267

Lester J Seaver
USS Runner SS-476

James L. Monte
USS Sea Devil SS-400

Robert H. “Bob’ Collins
USS Cavalla SS-244

Donald L. Powell
USS Cubera SS-347

William J. Mayer
USS Pomfret SS-

1/11/2006 4/13/2006 4/19/2006 7/1/2006 7/21/2006 391 11/17/2006
John P. Kulik Mark A. Kohlhof John H. Morrissey Thomas Harrow Leon Marion Nickolas Manolas
USS Bowfin $S-287 USS Cod SS-224 USS Sturgeon SS-187 USS Argonaut SS-475 USS Quillback $S-424 | USS Grampus SS-

11/29/2006 12/30/2006 1/15/2007 3/29/2007 6/26/2007 523 10/21/2007

Robert W. Rose
USS Pike SS-173
11/19/2007

Michael Porter
USS Grouper SSK-214
12/3/2007

Arthur F. Hunsberger
USS Conger SS-477
7/23/2008

James F. Rankin
USS R-15 S§S-92
10/15/2008

Charles Anderson
USS Dolphin SS-169
10/18/2008

James Foley
USS R-13 SS-90
10/22/2008

Donald C. Birch

Joseph A. Sabol

Grant Besser

Benjamin C. Davis

Ostiglio F. Carbonari

Francis J. Higham

N/A USS Raton SS-270 USS Requin $S-481 USS Sea Dragon SSN-584 USS Pogy SS-266 USS S-12 SS-117
11/2/2008 11/3/2008 12/5/2008 12/8/2008 7/10/2009 8/16/2009
Joseph Milner, Theodore McAnly Thomas B. Dabney Harry Flagg Henry Kaskey James D. Tobin
USS Aspro SS-309 USS Scabbardfish §S-397| USS Plunger SS-179 USS Hoe SS-258 USS Capelin SS-289 USS Steelhead SS-
9/13/2009 10/22/2009 5/21/2010 7/19/2010 1/2/2011 280 2/19/2011
Frank P. Dell Archibald Warnock Robert Flaherty J. Read Gwyer Howard Stein Harry Peche
USS Cachalot SS-170 USS S-20 SS-125 USS Torsk SS-423 USS Bluegill SS-242 USS Becuna SS-319 USS Lamprey S-
4/3/2011 5/31/2011 7/30/2011 2/2/2012 4/30/2012 372 6/2/2012

John Romeo
USS Sea Poacher SS-406
5/30/2012

Rowland Brown
USS Quillback SS424
8/12/2012

Charles W. Brink
USS Icefish SS-367
10/27/2012

Gerhard Bultmann
USS Chivo SS-241
12/16/2012

James W. Eubanks
USS Drum SS-228
2/24/2013

Charles F. Miles, Jr.
USS Bang SS-385
3/19/2013

Emmett D. Miller
USS Pomfret SS-391
4/16/2013

Charles W. Crawford
USS Raton SS-270
4/18/2013

Edward H. Frank
USS Hoe SS-258
5/22/2013

Patrick J. McGee
USS Threadfin S$S-410
10/2/2013

Huie Thomas Dickey
USS Trumpetfish SS-425
10/14/2013

Charles W. Boisvert
USS 0-6 SS-67
2/3/2014

Donald L. McCurley
USS Sablefish SS-303

Edgar W. Nordyke
USS Croaker SS-246

Robert Sundmaker
USS Diablo SS-479

Donald Van Dorn
USS Barracuda SS-163

Warren P. Johnson
USS Sabalo SS-302

Raymond C. Aldrich
USS Irex SS-485

5/8/2014 5/24/2014 11/10/2014 3/11/2015 3/9/2015 9/19/2015
Albert J. Dempster Robert E. Chambers | James H.McCullough | Claude (Wes) Gallaher | Albert Frederick Cabana [YOfn Benedict Gant-
USS S-43 SS-154 USS Trigger SS-564 USS Sirago SS-485 | USS Dragonet SS-293 | USS Sea Cat SS-399 e Sors
10/2/2015 4/612016 8/1312016 11/26/2016 112412017 P
51112017
Walter Ragan Richard “Dick” F. Mohl Douglas DeWitt Robert Gruschow el - -acqiin Robert C. Readel
USS Grampus (SS-523) | USS Aspro (SS-309) | USS Scorpion (SSN-589) | USS Tirante (SS-420) e USS 0-10 (SS-71)
12/10/2017 1/29/2018 4/7/2018 5/12/2012 10/9/2018
8/25/2018
Charles T. Key Thomas "Tom" R. Rostan James H. Sills John D. Fink useomes J- Schidt | Edward R. White
USS Chopper (SS-342) | USS Abraham Lincoln SSBN USS Sea Fox SS 402 USS Tigrone SS 419 (SSBN 618) USS Bugara SS 331
117/2019 602 11/18/2019 12/13/2019 4/11/2020 11/15/2020
9/11/2020
John E. Harrison Charles “Charlie” E. Bond Raymond J. Dennis C. Frank Wreath Leonard D. Greenwood Allen C. Holt
USS Tilefish SS 307 USS Spikefish SS 404 USS Sealion SS 315 | USS Quillback SS424 | USS Growler SS 215 | USS Tambor SS198
2/1/2021 2/8/2021 5/15/2021 8/2/2021 11/23/2021 12/8/2021

Roland Creaser
USS Grayback SSG 574
1/28/2022

Donald Edwards USS
Jallao SS-368 6/1/2022

Vincent J San Filippo
USS Theodore Roosevelt
SSBN 600 USS John
Marshall SSBN 611
11/9/2022

Leland B. Holmes Associ-
ate Member 11/8/2022

William Gordon Hill
USS Bonefish $S-223 Jan
1, 2023

Edwin W Thompson
JR. USS Sea Poach-
er 12/20/2022




Tang Base on Eternal Patrol - Sailors, Rest Your Oars

- 0 Edward R Gaurich Dennis Zipay
Ronald E. Clauson Ronald William Rivard William W. Strand Eugene Ray Girtman USS Requin USS Nathan Hale
USS Blenny (SS-324) 8/24/2023 USS Barracuda USS Skate (SSN-578) SS/SSRIAGSS-481 SSBN-623
6/12/2023 SSK-1/SST-3 1/11/2024 May 22, 2024 July 1, 2024 March 10, 2024
Phillip Edward Beals Sr. William F. Ogburn, Jr. James A Frantz George Ditmore Ronald Pelletier John J Poyer llI
USS Bang (SS 385) USS Sea Fox SS-402 USS Trutta SS-421 USS Thomas Jefferson USS Irex SS-482 USS Chopper SS342
7/8/2024 3/20/2025 3/28/2025 SSBN -618 4/17/2025 4/18/2025 4/30/2025
John Buchanan William Morris Daniel K. Craw Lenny Zuriff Ugg"\‘,:nbgltgifgzn
USS Stergeon SSN-637 USS Abraham Lincoln USS Tang SS/AGSS-563 Xxx SSBN-632
8/31/2025 SSBN-602 12/20/2025 1/12/2026 1 6/2-026

Prayer for our Departed Shipmates

Almighty God, our heavenly father, who art our refuge and strength and a very
present help in times of trouble. Help us at this time to put our trust in thee, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to see us through our times of sorrow.

We thank thee for the life and love, of our shipmates and we ask that the work
they started here on this earth be carried in the hearts and hands of their family
and friends. They leave more than just memories.

Help us to go our way bravely. Even though alone and to do our tasks faithfully
day-by-day. Make our true love and brotherhood be a constant inspiration to
our lives and may their memory live on through us. Grant us peace and
strength for the battle of life while it lasts, and rest at the close of day, when
work is done.

Father, when we too are tired, and would prepare ourselves to slip beneath the
final wave. Grant that we may let loose the moorings and sink slowly into the
deep waters trusting like them, to wake with thee.

We commend into your hands of mercy, most merciful father, the souls of our
departed shipmates may they be found acceptable in your sight.

They now sail under your orders on their eternal patrol, Shipmates rest your
oars, Amen



US Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation
Hello Shipmates,

Convention attendance and planning updates
The team discussed attendance for an upcoming convention, with George providing an update on

convention preparations, including booth setup with two tables, plans for displaying merchandise and
auction items, and prize packages including a $500 first prize. The team confirmed they would promote
the convention in American Submariner and upcoming newsletters, with Bob noting his flights were
already booked, and the group would finalize details in August.

Ambassador Program Recruitment Updates
lleene reported sending out Legacy Fund and Plan Giving training to ambassadors, with 8-10 emails

bouncing back due to potential security settings. She has recruited four new Charitable Ambassadors
since December and plans to create recruitment materials for Base Commanders to help fill remaining
ambassador positions. Bob suggested that lleene attend the District Commanders' meetings to promote
the ambassador program, and she agreed after contacting her district commander to request an invite.
George mentioned receiving a $1,000 donation from Gold Corner Base for the Halliday House Fire
support fund.

Library of Congress Veterans Project

Library of Congress Veterans Project Jessica reported on her progress with the Library of Congress
Veterans History Project, including upcoming presentations at military bases and ongoing efforts to
schedule veteran interviews. She raised concerns about spouse interviews, noting that the Library of
Congress accepts them only from Gold Star families, and suggested creating a custom disclaimer for
these recordings. Ken mentioned a base member who is a Gold Star daughter and would qualify for an
interview, and George inquired about the process for uploading completed interviews to the website, with
Jessica indicating she had been sending completed packages to Scott and Randy but was not familiar
with the technical upload process.

Scholarship Application Updates Discussion
The team discussed updates on several initiatives. Dr. Fickett reported that the scholarship

application window closes Monday at 11:59 PM on May 18th, with 372 applications currently in various
stages, expected to be around 60% or less of last year's total of 88 applications. The group noted a lack
of vocational scholarship applications this year, with Bob suggesting they could learn from successful
submarine veterans who pursued trade careers and work with Jessica on PR efforts to better Page 4 of 5
promote vocational options. George mentioned connecting with John Martin, a former submarine
machinist mate who became a cabinetmaker, to share his story of transitioning to civilian trades.

Groton Club facilities and funding
The meeting focused on updates and discussions regarding the Groton Club's facilities, financial

situation, and various initiatives. Charlie reported on ongoing security issues with the front door and
plans to pursue funding for a third bathroom and building improvements, including insulation and
potential solar panels. The club is experiencing a decrease in donations, prompting efforts to seek
additional funding and sponsorships.

US Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 1063, Groton, CT 06340-1063



USS Tang plaque at the NTC Park
Submarine Memorial Point Loma at what
was on the Grinder at RTC San Diego






