
Our Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 

the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 

motivation toward greater accomplishments.  Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution. 

Visit our Website at: 

Tang Base Tampa Bay  

Visit our YouTube 
channel at : 

(367) Tang Base Tampa Bay - 
YouTube  

TANG BASE Meeting at Post #7 

Tang Base meets on the 3rd 

Saturday of each month except 

April, May, October & December at  

American Legion Post #7 

1760 Turner St 

Clearwater FL 33756 

 

USSVI Tang Base News Letter  

NEWS LETTER FOR AUGUST 2025 
Monthly news letter to keep base members, families and friends informed of the activities 

and events of the Tampa Bay, Tang Base. And most importantly to perpetuate the 

memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties aboard U.S 

Navy Submarines.  

Next Meeting August 16th 2025 

American Legion Post #7 

1760 Turner St, 

Clearwater, FL 33756   

Social time 11AM,  

Meal 11:30AM                                                                                                                                                                     

Meeting Starts at 12:00PM 
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The Binnacle list, is any of our Shipmates, Families or Friends that could use a 
little help with good thoughts or prayer. Please Keep the Tang Base Chaplain 
and POC Updated for those that desire to have cards sent  
 
Base Chaplain : Joel Grainger,  
(813)713-1587 ,   landman.grainger@gmail.com 
 

Prayer for our brothers and friends in need. 
 
Heavenly Father, we are so helpless, We care so much for our brothers and 
friends, They are special to all of us, It hurts us to see them suffering. 
And while we cannot be with them Lord, You be with them please. 
Be with those who attend them. Comfort those who love them and need them, 
As well as those who must wait.. Amen, William Ogburn, Chaplain Emeritus, 
Tang Base of USSVI    

In the Beginning, God Created Submariners  

Submariners Created Submarines And Submariners Created the Brotherhood 

Lost Boats for August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sailors, Rest your Oars  

Lord, these departed shipmates with Dolphins on their chests are part of an outfit 
known as the best.  Make them welcome and take them by the hand you’ll find without a 
doubt they were the best in all the land. So, Heavenly Father add these names to the roll 
of our departed shipmates on   patrol.  Let them know that we who survive will always 
keep their memory alive; and also, for all our shipmates currently serving and those of 

us still here and for all our futures 
 

 

Name of Submarine 
Approximate Date of 

Loss 
Number of Men Lost 

BULLHEAD (SS-332) 6-Aug-45 84 

FLIER (SS-250) 13-Aug-44 78 

S-39 (SS-144) 13-Aug-42 0 

HARDER (SS-257) 24-Aug-44 79 

COCHINO (SS-345) 25-Aug-49 1 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bullhead-332.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-flier-250.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-39-144.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-harder-257.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-cochino-345.htm
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Dave Farrugia (813) 951-1898 
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—————————————————— 
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Tang Base Website & Facebook 

Website: Tang Base Tampa Bay  
Facebook: (2) Tang Base | Facebook  

Command Corner 
By Commander Mike Cailor                                          

and Vice Commander Robert Brady 

From the National Secretary.   

Shipmates the National Convention will never be closer than 
Orlando and this is an great opportunity to participate in a 
memorable experience, especially if you have not been to a 
national convention.   

Future conventions are 2026 Corpus Christie, 2027 Reno, 
and possibly 2028 in Virginia " rumor has it."  Hope to see you 
there.   

Dave Farrugia, NS  

Great July meeting. Thank you, Bob Sommer, for covering my position. I 

was temporarily out of commission. Bob did such a great job, and he will be 

conducting the August meeting as I will be on vacation.  

I spoke to Bob Brady, and he is exploring spots for our Christmas luncheon. 

More to follow. It appears that our old picnic gathering spot, Constitution 

Park is open again. The picnic area has been reserved for us. It was sug-

gested that we limit our meal to hot dogs and burgers to negate the catering 

expenses. OK with me. However, please consider the following: The base 

will furnish a tossed salad, corn on the cob, charcoal for the grill, sodas and 

beer, - and you bring your choice for the grill (ie. A steak, chicken breast, or 

fish filet) and we will cook it. Burgers, hotdogs, or sausages OK also. Think 

about it for the next meeting. 

We are approaching the dreaded time of the year when we go looking for 

volunteers for 2026 Tang Base Officers. Bob Sommer is going to head up 

the nominating committee for the 2026 slate of officers. 

Our shipmate, Sam Aboulafia, has relapsed and is still in Bay View V.A, 

hospital. In addition, John Beebe’s rehab facility is “The Goldton of 

St.Petersburg, 6775 40th Ave. N, Room 603, St. Petersburg, FL. 33709” - 

Cell phone: 941-419-1187 so visit, call or send him a card. 

Bob Brady and I are registered for the Orlando USSVI convention - are you? 

We hope to see you there. 

The next new submarine to be commissioned is the USS Massachusetts 

SSN 798. Here is link to the Commissioning Committee’s website: https://

http://www.tangbasetampabay.com/
https://www.tangbasetampabay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tang.base


  

August Birthdays  

Up Coming Events  

‘Riding the Vents’ is the monthly publication of Tang Base. The Editor is often guilty of plagia-

rizing anything he reads that he likes. Please also feel free to copy anything you like, but if he 

gets into trouble, so will you. If you would like to have a copy of this or any other issue emailed 

to a friend or to a potential new member, please contact the editor at  

 sparnonjagang@gmail.com 

Traveling Dolphins 

From Your Librarian.   

Several WW2 submarines have been 
discovered in recent years.  USS Hard-
er off the South China Sea, USS Gray-
back off Okinawa, HMS Trooper off the 
Greek Coast, USS Albacore off the 
coast of Hokkaido, Japan.   Finding 
these boats may give some closure to 
the families.  Until next month, see you 
around the library.   

Dave Farrugia, Past Commander, 
NS, and still your Librarian Dave 

Farrugia, Past Commander, Na-
tional Secretary, and still your 
Librarian  

November 15th, 2025. November Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

August 16th, 2025. August Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

September 20th, 2025. September Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

October 18th,  2025. Fall Picnic 

Constitution Park, Redington Shores FL.                                                                                      

December TBD, 2025. Christmas Luncheon  

Location TBD                                                                                                                 

Charles Kelley  8/1 

Kenneth McNabb 8/4 

Bruce Segrovis 8/11 

Barry Mammond 8/13 

Michael Cailor 8/14 

Edwin Thompson 8/16 

Robert Clay Westfall 8/17 

William Vingin 8/22 

Ron Gladney 8/23 

Sam Aboulafia 8/25 

Phillip Beals  8/25 

Charles Bailey  8/27 



Summary of Some Early Historic Submarine Developments  

 

USS Holland: 1898 

 During a ceremony at Newport, Rhode Island, on October 12, 1900, USS Holland be-

came the first submarine officially commissioned by the U.S. Navy. Built in 1898, the 

54-footer took its name from its inventor, John Philip Holland, an Irish-born engineer 

who was one of the most prolific submarine pioneers of the late-19th and early 20th 

centuries. The ship’s armaments consisted of a single torpedo tube and a pneumatic 

cannon known as a “dynamite gun.” It was powered by a 4-cylinder gasoline engine 

for surface travel but also included a 160-horsepower electric motor to move under-

water. While Holland never saw combat, it did serve as a training vessel and experi-

mental craft for the United States’ first crop of submariners. By the time it was de-

commissioned in 1905, the Navy had brought a half dozen other attack subs into ser-

vice.   

Information Downloaded from History.com— 9 Groundbreaking Early Submarines— by Evan Andrews; https://

www.history.com/articles/9-groundbreaking-early-submarines 



Historian  

Commanders Welcome 

Holland Club 

Membership 

Induction  
COB’s Report  

Picnic Discussion  R. Pelleteir Memorial  

 Happy Birthday Chorus  



Tolling of the 

Boats  

Socialization  

Birthday Boy  



TANG BASE BOOSTERS 

Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

Make your check out to ‘USSVI Tang Base’ and mail to:   

Neil A. Kimes 

1373 Curtis Drive E  

Clearwater, FL  33764 

2024 
2025 

Bob Sommer Special fund   
Peter Wilcox  

Special fund   

Bob Brady 
Special fund   Bob Sommer Special fund   

Bob Backmen 
Special fund   

Sally Key Special fund  In Memory of Charles Key 

Neil Kimes 
Special fund   

    

Mike Cailor 
Special fund   

    



Tang Base on Eternal Patrol  -  Sailors, Rest Your Oars 

Robert Sheets                  
USS Odax  SS-484    

5/10/1995 

Dean Steinmetz               
USS Sea Owl  SS-405 

8/16/1997 

Larry B. Moody             
USS Chopper  SS-342  

1/13/1998 

Karl Hermann               
USS Odax  SS-484 

12/5/1999 

Edward Wilson                  
USS S-10  SS-115      

1/12/2000 

George Rocek               
USS Sculpin  SS-191 

Unknown 

Joseph J. Lilenfeld            
USS Sailfish  SS-192    

8/8/2000 

Werner Fridman              
USS Cavalla  SSK-244   

10/20/2000 

Edgar A. Chase             
USS S-7  SS-132  

10/24/2000 

Rudy Burkett                
USS Flyingfish  SS-229  

5/15/2001 

Doyle Rowell                     
USS Pickerel  SS-524   

6/1/2002 

John McNelis                
USS Spot  SS-413 

Unknown 

John Scott Sr.                  
USS Halfbeak  SS-352 

6/29/2002 

Dean Brooks                   
USS Rasher  SS-269 

8/19/2002 

Donald Dubendorfer     
USS  S-14  SS-119  

9/6/2002 

Clayton S. Scisco         
USS Crevalle SS-291       

11/19/2002 

Clifford Perry                    
USS Bergall  SS-320  

5/15/2003 

Joe Anderson               
USS S-11  SS-116  

9/21/2003 

John A. Burke                  
USS Argonaut  SS-166  

1/31/2004 

Norbert E. Ayres             
USS Diablo  SS-479  

2/18/2004 

John Buczek                   
N/A                        

4/10/2004 

Robert Warnock           
USS Barracuda  SS-163  

8/3/2004 

Gerhard R. Richter                  
U-81                         

10/19/2005 

Richard Hogan              
USS Baya  SS-318  

12/13/2005 

Ernest Van Deventer        
USS Pompon  SS-267  

1/11/2006 

Lester J Seaver               
USS Runner  SS-476  

4/13/2006 

James L. Monte             
USS Sea Devil  SS-400 

4/19/2006 

Robert H. “Bob’ Collins  
USS Cavalla  SS-244  

7/1/2006 

Donald L. Powell               
USS Cubera  SS-347  

7/21/2006 

William J. Mayer            
USS Pomfret  SS-
391  11/17/2006 

John P. Kulik                    
USS Bowfin  SS-287  

11/29/2006 

Mark A. Kohlhof                
USS Cod  SS-224                  

12/30/2006 

John H. Morrissey         
USS Sturgeon  SS-187  

1/15/2007 

Thomas Harrow            
USS Argonaut  SS-475  

3/29/2007 

Leon Marion                      
USS Quillback  SS-424  

6/26/2007 

Nickolas Manolas          
USS Grampus  SS-

523  10/21/2007 

Robert W. Rose                
USS Pike  SS-173    

11/19/2007 

Michael Porter                 
USS Grouper  SSK-214  

12/3/2007 

Arthur F. Hunsberger  
USS Conger  SS-477   

7/23/2008 

James F. Rankin           
USS R-15  SS-92  

10/15/2008 

Charles Anderson             
USS Dolphin  SS-169   

10/18/2008 

James Foley                  
USS R-13  SS-90  

10/22/2008 

Donald C. Birch                 
N/A                           

11/2/2008 

Joseph A. Sabol              
USS Raton  SS-270  

11/3/2008 

Grant Besser                
USS Requin SS-481 

12/5/2008 

Benjamin C. Davis        
USS Sea Dragon SSN-584  

12/8/2008 

Ostiglio F. Carbonari         
USS Pogy  SS-266      

7/10/2009 

Francis J. Higham         
USS S-12   SS-117  

8/16/2009 

Joseph Milner,                  
USS Aspro  SS-309   

9/13/2009 

Theodore McAnly             
USS Scabbardfish  SS-397  

10/22/2009 

Thomas B. Dabney        
USS Plunger  SS-179  

5/21/2010 

Harry Flagg                  
USS Hoe  SS-258  

7/19/2010 

Henry Kaskey                    
USS Capelin  SS-289    

1/2/2011 

James D. Tobin             
USS Steelhead  SS-

280  2/19/2011 

Frank P. Dell                     
USS Cachalot  SS-170  

4/3/2011 

Archibald Warnock          
USS S-20  SS-125    

5/31/2011 

Robert Flaherty             
USS Torsk  SS-423  

7/30/2011 

J. Read Gwyer              
USS Bluegill  SS-242  

2/2/2012 

Howard Stein                    
USS Becuna  SS-319  

4/30/2012 

Harry Peche                  
USS Lamprey   S-

372  6/2/2012 

John Romeo                     
USS Sea Poacher  SS-406  

5/30/2012 

Rowland Brown               
USS Quillback  SS424  

8/12/2012 

Charles W. Brink          
USS Icefish  SS-367  

10/27/2012 

Gerhard Bultmann        
USS Chivo  SS-241  

12/16/2012 

James W. Eubanks           
USS Drum  SS-228     

2/24/2013 

Charles F. Miles, Jr.      
USS Bang  SS-385  

3/19/2013 

Emmett D. Miller               
USS Pomfret  SS-391  

4/16/2013 

Charles W. Crawford       
USS Raton  SS-270  

4/18/2013 

Edward H. Frank           
USS Hoe  SS-258  

5/22/2013 

Patrick J. McGee          
USS Threadfin  SS-410  

10/2/2013 

Huie Thomas Dickey          
USS Trumpetfish  SS-425  

10/14/2013 

Charles W. Boisvert      
USS O-6  SS-67      

2/3/2014 

Donald L. McCurley          
USS Sablefish  SS-303  

5/8/2014 

Edgar W. Nordyke           
USS Croaker  SS-246  

5/24/2014 

Robert Sundmaker        
USS Diablo  SS-479   

11/10/2014 

Donald Van Dorn          
USS Barracuda  SS-163  

3/1/2015 

Warren  P. Johnson          
USS Sabalo  SS-302     

3/9/2015 

Raymond C. Aldrich      
USS Irex  SS-485   

9/19/2015 

Albert J. Dempster           
USS S-43  SS-154     

10/2/2015 

Robert E. Chambers        
USS Trigger  SS-564  

4/6/2016 

James H. McCullough  
USS Sirago  SS-485  

8/13/2016 

Claude (Wes) Gallaher  
USS Dragonet  SS-293  

11/26/2016 

Albert Frederick Cabana  
USS Sea Cat  SS-399  

1/24/2017 

John Benedict Gant-
nier         USS Por-

poise    SS-172    
5/1/2017 

Walter Ragan                   
USS Grampus (SS-523)  

12/10/2017 

Richard “Dick” F. Mohl  
USS Aspro (SS-309)  

1/29/2018 

Douglas DeWitt             
USS Scorpion (SSN-589)  

4/7/2018 

Robert Gruschow         
USS Tirante (SS-420)  

5/12/2012 

Michael  R. Jacqmin          
USS Sam Houston          

(SSBN-609)               
8/25/2018 

Robert C. Readel          
USS O-10 (SS-71)  

10/9/2018 

Charles T. Key                  
USS Chopper     (SS-342)    

1/17/2019    

Thomas "Tom" R. Rostan  
USS Abraham Lincoln SSBN 

602 11/18/2019 

James H. Sills               
USS Sea Fox SS 402  

12/13/2019 

John D. Fink                           
USS Tigrone SS 419  

4/11/2020 

James J. Schmidt              
USS Thomas Jefferson  

(SSBN 618)                
9/11/2020 

Edward R. White                           
USS Bugara SS 331  

11/15/2020 

John E. Harrison                             
USS Tilefish SS 307    

2/1/2021                           

Charles “Charlie” E. Bond 
USS Spikefish SS 404  

2/8/2021 

Raymond J. Dennis                         
USS Sealion SS 315               

5/15/2021 

C. Frank Wreath                        
USS Quillback SS 424  

8/2/2021 

Leonard D. Greenwood                  
USS Growler SS 215  

11/23/2021 

Allen C. Holt                                  
USS Tambor SS198     

12/8/2021 

Roland Creaser              
USS Grayback SSG 574 

1/28/2022 

Donald Edwards  USS 
Jallao SS-368  6/1/2022 

Vincent J San Filippo  
USS Theodore Roosevelt 

SSBN 600 USS John 
Marshall SSBN 611 

11/9/2022 

Leland B. Holmes Associ-
ate Member 11/8/2022 

William Gordon Hill        
USS Bonefish SS-223   Jan 

1, 2023 

Edwin W Thompson 
JR. USS Sea Poach-

er   12/20/2022  



Prayer for our Departed Shipmates  

Almighty God, our heavenly father, who art our refuge and strength and a very 

present help in times of trouble. Help us at this time to put our trust in thee, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to see us through our times of sorrow.  

We thank thee for the life and love, of our shipmates and we ask that the work 

they started here on this earth be carried in the hearts and hands of their family 

and friends. They leave more than just memories.  

Help us to go our way bravely. Even though alone and to do our tasks faithfully 

day-by-day. Make our true love and brotherhood be a constant inspiration to 

our lives and may their memory live on through us. Grant us peace and 

strength for the battle of life while it lasts, and rest at the close of day, when 

work is done.  

Father, when we too are tired, and would prepare ourselves to slip beneath the 

final wave. Grant that we may let loose the moorings and sink slowly into the 

deep waters trusting like them, to wake with thee.  

We commend into your hands of mercy, most merciful father, the souls of our 

departed shipmates may they be found acceptable in your sight.  

They now sail under your orders on their eternal patrol, Shipmates rest your 
oars, Amen  

Tang Base on Eternal Patrol  -  Sailors, Rest Your Oars 

Ronald E. Clauson       
USS Blenny (SS-324)  

6/12/2023 

Ronald William Rivard 
8/24/2023 

William W. Strand                   
USS Barracuda SSK-1/SST-3 

1/11/2024 

Eugene Ray Girtman     
USS Skate (SSN-578) May 

22, 2024 

Edward R Gaurich         
USS Requin                     

SS/SSR/AGSS-481          
July 1, 2024 

Dennis Zipay                
USS Nathan Hale      

SSBN-623                  
March 10, 2024 

Phillip Edward Beals Sr. 
USS Bang (SS 385) 

7/8/2024 

William F. Ogburn, Jr.    
USS Sea Fox SS-402 

3/20/2025 

James A Frantz                       
USS Trutta SS-421         

3/28/2025 

George Ditmore             
USS Thomas Jefferson       

SSBN -618                          
4/17/2025 

Ronald Pelletier             
USS Irex SS-482     

4/18/2025 

John J Poyer III            
USS Chopper SS342 

4/30/2025 







VA Information 

President Trump Signs VA Home Loan Reform Act  

President Donald J. Trump signed H.R. 1815, the VA Home Loan Program Reform Act, into 

law, marking a significant victory for veterans and a triumph of grassroots advocacy. The leg-

islation, driven in part by the persistent efforts of Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) members 

who contacted their members of Congress through the FRA’s Action Center, addresses criti-

cal gaps in the VA Home Loan Program, ensuring veterans can keep their homes during fi-

nancial hardship.  

The new law establishes a partial claim program, enabling veterans to catch up on missed 

mortgage payments without facing foreclosure. This reform corrects inequities that left veter-

ans without access to mortgage relief tools available to non-veterans under federal loan pro-

grams. The act protects American taxpayers from undue financial burdens while providing 

sustainable solutions for veterans grappling with high interest rates and post-pandemic re-

covery challenges.  

The FRA’s grassroots campaign played a pivotal role in pushing the legislation forward. The 

association hails the law’s passage, emphasizing its importance in enabling the Department 

of Veterans Affairs to better serve veterans by safeguarding their homes.  

The VA Home Loan Program Reform Act delivers fairness, financial relief, and long-term sta-

bility for veterans. By preventing foreclosures and aligning VA loan protections with other 

federal programs, the law ensures veterans receive the support they deserve, reflecting the 

nation’s gratitude for their sacrifices. 

Downloaded From Fleet Reserve Assn. August 1st, 2025 “NewsBytes”  



USS Tang plaque at the NTC Park          

Submarine Memorial Point Loma at what 

was on the Grinder at RTC San Diego  




