
Our Creed 
 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in 

the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their 

dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 

motivation toward greater accomplishments.  Pledge loyalty and 

patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution. 

Visit our Website at: 

Tang Base Tampa Bay  

Visit our YouTube 
channel at : 

(367) Tang Base Tampa Bay - 
YouTube  

TANG BASE Meeting at Post #7 

Tang Base meets on the 3rd 

Saturday of each month except 

April, May, October & December at  

American Legion Post #7 

1760 Turner St 

Clearwater FL 33756 

 

USSVI Tang Base News Letter  

NEWS LETTER FOR JUNE 2025 
Monthly news letter to keep base members, families and friends informed of the activities 

and events of the Tampa Bay, Tang Base. And most importantly to perpetuate the 

memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties aboard U.S 

Navy Submarines.  

Next Meeting June 21st 2025 

Virtual / Online Zoom meeting  

Starting at 11am  

Base Commander will send out a 

zoom link the week before the 

meeting  
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The Binnacle list, is any of our Shipmates, Families or Friends that could use a 
little help with good thoughts or prayer. Please Keep the Tang Base Chaplain 
and POC Updated for those that desire to have cards sent  
 
Base Chaplain : Joel Grainger,  
(813)713-1587 ,   landman.grainger@gmail.com 
 

Prayer for our brothers and friends in need. 
 
Heavenly Father, we are so helpless, We care so much for our brothers and 
friends, They are special to all of us, It hurts us to see them suffering. 
And while we cannot be with them Lord, You be with them please. 
Be with those who attend them. Comfort those who love them and need them, 
As well as those who must wait.. Amen, William Ogburn, Chaplain Emeritus, 
Tang Base of USSVI    

In the Beginning, God Created Submariners  

Submariners Created Submarines And Submariners Created the Brotherhood 

Lost Boats for June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sailors, Rest your Oars  

Lord, these departed shipmates with Dolphins on their chests are part of an outfit 
known as the best.  Make them welcome and take them by the hand you’ll find without a 
doubt they were the best in all the land. So, Heavenly Father add these names to the roll 
of our departed shipmates on   patrol.  Let them know that we who survive will always 
keep their memory alive; and also, for all our shipmates currently serving and those of 

us still here and for all our futures 
 

 

Name of Submarine 
Approximate Date of 

Loss 
Number of Men Lost 

HERRING (SS-233) 1-Jun-44 83 

R-12 (SS-89) 12-Jun-43 42 

GOLET (SS-361) 14-Jun-44 82 

BONEFISH (SS-223) 18-Jun-45 85 

S-27 (SS-132) 19-Jun-42 0 

O-9 (SS-70) 20-Jun-41 33 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-herring-233.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-r-12-89.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-golet-361.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-bonefish-223.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-27-132.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-o-9-70.htm
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Website: Tang Base Tampa Bay  
Facebook: (2) Tang Base | Facebook  

Command Corner 
By Commander Mike Cailor                                          

and Vice Commander Robert Brady 

• Tang Base will be having a ZOOM meeting for the monthly 
Subvets meeting.  

• Because the American Legion Post 7 had to utilize the 3rd 
Saturday for a change of command ceremony where the pre-
siding officer had no other date that it could be done on.   

• This will give Tang Base an opportunity to try out our new ca-
pability (ie. for a ZOOM meeting) and see how it goes.   

• Perhaps some who are  not able to physically go to an “in 
person” meeting can participate in this way.   

• The meeting will still be on the third Saturday of June (ie. 
June 21) and we will start at 11:00 AM like always.   

• We will send out the ZOOM LINK about a week before the 
meeting - so everyone remembers what EMAIL it can be 
found in.   

• If anyone has questions, call Bob Brady at 727-807-1012.  

http://www.tangbasetampabay.com/
https://www.tangbasetampabay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tang.base


  

June Birthdays  

Up Coming Events  

‘Riding the Vents’ is the monthly publication of Tang Base. The Editor is often guilty of plagia-

rizing anything he reads that he likes. Please also feel free to copy anything you like, but if he 

gets into trouble, so will you. If you would like to have a copy of this or any other issue emailed 

to a friend or to a potential new member, please contact the editor at  

 sparnonjagang@gmail.com 

Traveling Dolphins 

From Your Librarian.   

FACT: The nuclear weapons aboard 
just one of our Trident submarines con-
tain eight times the fire power expend-
ed in all of WW2.  John Allen Paulos, 
American Professor of Mathematics.   

Please keep bringing in those good 
readers for your shipmates, and thank 
you to all that do.   

Dave Farrugia, Past Commander, 
National Secretary, and still your 
Librarian  

June 21st , 2025. June Monthly Meeting  

Virtual / On Line Zoom Meeting                                                                                               

July 19th, 2025. July Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

August 16th, 2025. August Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

September 20th, 2025. September Monthly Meeting  

Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 12 PM                                                                                     

October 18th,  2025. Fall Picnic 

Constitution Park, Redington Shores FL.                                                                                      

Joel Sparnon 6/3 

Al Aumack 6/15 

William D Mitchell 6/15 

Alan Stalb 6/20 

Arthur R. Jorgensen 6/26 



Summary of Some Early Historic Submarine Developments  

 

CSS H.L. Hunley: 1863 

    The primitive attack sub-H.L. Hunley was designed to help the Confederacy escape 

the stranglehold of Union naval blockades during the Civil War. Built privately in 

Mobile, Alabama, in 1863, it was fashioned from a recycled iron steam boiler and 

included space for eight crewmen—one to steer, and seven to turn the hand cranks 

that powered its propeller. Its bow bristled with a 17-foot spar mounted with a torpe-

do, which would detonate when rammed against an enemy ship. Early tests earned 

the Hunley the nickname the “peripatetic coffin”—and for good reason. It sank on 

two occasions during its trial runs, killing a total of 13 crewmen including its name-

sake, marine engineer Horace Lawson Hunley. The sub was repeatedly salvaged, 

however, and on February 17, 1864, Lieutenant George Dixon and a crew of volun-

teers sailed it into Charleston Harbor and successfully drove its torpedo into the 

side of the sloop-of-war USS Housatonic. The Union vessel went down in minutes, 

but the Hunley also sank, possibly because of damage sustained during its attack. 

Despite becoming the first submariners in history to destroy an enemy ship, Dixon 

and his Confederates all perished.  

Le Plongeur: 1864 

    One of the first submarines to use mechanical power, “Le Plongeur” (“The Diver”) 

was a French-made craft designed by naval officers Simeon Bourgeois and 

Charles Brun. Rather than relying on hand cranks, foot pedals or treadmills to move 

its propeller, this 140-foot behemoth used a piston engine powered by compressed 

air stored in tanks. The air also helped provide the crew with oxygen and served as 

a means for automatically emptying its ballast tanks. Le Plongeur made several 

successful dives, but its limited air supply and dangerously unstable structural de-

sign led to it being removed from active duty in 1872. Many of its problems were 

later rectified in 1888 with the construction of the French submarine “Gymnote,” a 

more nimble craft that ran on electric power.  

Information Downloaded from History.com— 9 Groundbreaking Early Submarines— by Evan Andrews; https://

www.history.com/articles/9-groundbreaking-early-submarines 



Blue Angels over Pearl 



Historian  Commanders Welcome 

Holland Club 

Membership 

Induction  

Tolling of the Boats   

Cob and Klaxon 

May Picnic Pictures   

Chaplain 



Moment of Silence  

Pledge of Allegiance   

50/50 Raffle Winner 

USSVI Charity Fund Report  





TANG BASE BOOSTERS 

Contributions Gratefully Accepted 

Make your check out to ‘USSVI Tang Base’ and mail to:   

Neil A. Kimes 

1373 Curtis Drive E  

Clearwater, FL  33764 

2024 
2025 

Bob Sommer Special fund   
Peter Wilcox  

Special fund   

Bob Brady 
Special fund   Bob Sommer Special fund   

Bob Backmen 
Special fund   

Sally Key Special fund  In Memory of Charles Key 

Neil Kimes 
Special fund   

    

Mike Cailor 
Special fund   

    



Tang Base on Eternal Patrol  -  Sailors, Rest Your Oars 

Robert Sheets                  
USS Odax  SS-484    

5/10/1995 

Dean Steinmetz               
USS Sea Owl  SS-405 

8/16/1997 

Larry B. Moody             
USS Chopper  SS-342  

1/13/1998 

Karl Hermann               
USS Odax  SS-484 

12/5/1999 

Edward Wilson                  
USS S-10  SS-115      

1/12/2000 

George Rocek               
USS Sculpin  SS-191 

Unknown 

Joseph J. Lilenfeld            
USS Sailfish  SS-192    

8/8/2000 

Werner Fridman              
USS Cavalla  SSK-244   

10/20/2000 

Edgar A. Chase             
USS S-7  SS-132  

10/24/2000 

Rudy Burkett                
USS Flyingfish  SS-229  

5/15/2001 

Doyle Rowell                     
USS Pickerel  SS-524   

6/1/2002 

John McNelis                
USS Spot  SS-413 

Unknown 

John Scott Sr.                  
USS Halfbeak  SS-352 

6/29/2002 

Dean Brooks                   
USS Rasher  SS-269 

8/19/2002 

Donald Dubendorfer     
USS  S-14  SS-119  

9/6/2002 

Clayton S. Scisco         
USS Crevalle SS-291       

11/19/2002 

Clifford Perry                    
USS Bergall  SS-320  

5/15/2003 

Joe Anderson               
USS S-11  SS-116  

9/21/2003 

John A. Burke                  
USS Argonaut  SS-166  

1/31/2004 

Norbert E. Ayres             
USS Diablo  SS-479  

2/18/2004 

John Buczek                   
N/A                        

4/10/2004 

Robert Warnock           
USS Barracuda  SS-163  

8/3/2004 

Gerhard R. Richter                  
U-81                         

10/19/2005 

Richard Hogan              
USS Baya  SS-318  

12/13/2005 

Ernest Van Deventer        
USS Pompon  SS-267  

1/11/2006 

Lester J Seaver               
USS Runner  SS-476  

4/13/2006 

James L. Monte             
USS Sea Devil  SS-400 

4/19/2006 

Robert H. “Bob’ Collins  
USS Cavalla  SS-244  

7/1/2006 

Donald L. Powell               
USS Cubera  SS-347  

7/21/2006 

William J. Mayer            
USS Pomfret  SS-
391  11/17/2006 

John P. Kulik                    
USS Bowfin  SS-287  

11/29/2006 

Mark A. Kohlhof                
USS Cod  SS-224                  

12/30/2006 

John H. Morrissey         
USS Sturgeon  SS-187  

1/15/2007 

Thomas Harrow            
USS Argonaut  SS-475  

3/29/2007 

Leon Marion                      
USS Quillback  SS-424  

6/26/2007 

Nickolas Manolas          
USS Grampus  SS-

523  10/21/2007 

Robert W. Rose                
USS Pike  SS-173    

11/19/2007 

Michael Porter                 
USS Grouper  SSK-214  

12/3/2007 

Arthur F. Hunsberger  
USS Conger  SS-477   

7/23/2008 

James F. Rankin           
USS R-15  SS-92  

10/15/2008 

Charles Anderson             
USS Dolphin  SS-169   

10/18/2008 

James Foley                  
USS R-13  SS-90  

10/22/2008 

Donald C. Birch                 
N/A                           

11/2/2008 

Joseph A. Sabol              
USS Raton  SS-270  

11/3/2008 

Grant Besser                
USS Requin SS-481 

12/5/2008 

Benjamin C. Davis        
USS Sea Dragon SSN-584  

12/8/2008 

Ostiglio F. Carbonari         
USS Pogy  SS-266      

7/10/2009 

Francis J. Higham         
USS S-12   SS-117  

8/16/2009 

Joseph Milner,                  
USS Aspro  SS-309   

9/13/2009 

Theodore McAnly             
USS Scabbardfish  SS-397  

10/22/2009 

Thomas B. Dabney        
USS Plunger  SS-179  

5/21/2010 

Harry Flagg                  
USS Hoe  SS-258  

7/19/2010 

Henry Kaskey                    
USS Capelin  SS-289    

1/2/2011 

James D. Tobin             
USS Steelhead  SS-

280  2/19/2011 

Frank P. Dell                     
USS Cachalot  SS-170  

4/3/2011 

Archibald Warnock          
USS S-20  SS-125    

5/31/2011 

Robert Flaherty             
USS Torsk  SS-423  

7/30/2011 

J. Read Gwyer              
USS Bluegill  SS-242  

2/2/2012 

Howard Stein                    
USS Becuna  SS-319  

4/30/2012 

Harry Peche                  
USS Lamprey   S-

372  6/2/2012 

John Romeo                     
USS Sea Poacher  SS-406  

5/30/2012 

Rowland Brown               
USS Quillback  SS424  

8/12/2012 

Charles W. Brink          
USS Icefish  SS-367  

10/27/2012 

Gerhard Bultmann        
USS Chivo  SS-241  

12/16/2012 

James W. Eubanks           
USS Drum  SS-228     

2/24/2013 

Charles F. Miles, Jr.      
USS Bang  SS-385  

3/19/2013 

Emmett D. Miller               
USS Pomfret  SS-391  

4/16/2013 

Charles W. Crawford       
USS Raton  SS-270  

4/18/2013 

Edward H. Frank           
USS Hoe  SS-258  

5/22/2013 

Patrick J. McGee          
USS Threadfin  SS-410  

10/2/2013 

Huie Thomas Dickey          
USS Trumpetfish  SS-425  

10/14/2013 

Charles W. Boisvert      
USS O-6  SS-67      

2/3/2014 

Donald L. McCurley          
USS Sablefish  SS-303  

5/8/2014 

Edgar W. Nordyke           
USS Croaker  SS-246  

5/24/2014 

Robert Sundmaker        
USS Diablo  SS-479   

11/10/2014 

Donald Van Dorn          
USS Barracuda  SS-163  

3/1/2015 

Warren  P. Johnson          
USS Sabalo  SS-302     

3/9/2015 

Raymond C. Aldrich      
USS Irex  SS-485   

9/19/2015 

Albert J. Dempster           
USS S-43  SS-154     

10/2/2015 

Robert E. Chambers        
USS Trigger  SS-564  

4/6/2016 

James H. McCullough  
USS Sirago  SS-485  

8/13/2016 

Claude (Wes) Gallaher  
USS Dragonet  SS-293  

11/26/2016 

Albert Frederick Cabana  
USS Sea Cat  SS-399  

1/24/2017 

John Benedict Gant-
nier         USS Por-

poise    SS-172    
5/1/2017 

Walter Ragan                   
USS Grampus (SS-523)  

12/10/2017 

Richard “Dick” F. Mohl  
USS Aspro (SS-309)  

1/29/2018 

Douglas DeWitt             
USS Scorpion (SSN-589)  

4/7/2018 

Robert Gruschow         
USS Tirante (SS-420)  

5/12/2012 

Michael  R. Jacqmin          
USS Sam Houston          

(SSBN-609)               
8/25/2018 

Robert C. Readel          
USS O-10 (SS-71)  

10/9/2018 

Charles T. Key                  
USS Chopper     (SS-342)    

1/17/2019    

Thomas "Tom" R. Rostan  
USS Abraham Lincoln SSBN 

602 11/18/2019 

James H. Sills               
USS Sea Fox SS 402  

12/13/2019 

John D. Fink                           
USS Tigrone SS 419  

4/11/2020 

James J. Schmidt              
USS Thomas Jefferson  

(SSBN 618)                
9/11/2020 

Edward R. White                           
USS Bugara SS 331  

11/15/2020 

John E. Harrison                             
USS Tilefish SS 307    

2/1/2021                           

Charles “Charlie” E. Bond 
USS Spikefish SS 404  

2/8/2021 

Raymond J. Dennis                         
USS Sealion SS 315               

5/15/2021 

C. Frank Wreath                        
USS Quillback SS 424  

8/2/2021 

Leonard D. Greenwood                  
USS Growler SS 215  

11/23/2021 

Allen C. Holt                                  
USS Tambor SS198     

12/8/2021 

Roland Creaser              
USS Grayback SSG 574 

1/28/2022 

Donald Edwards  USS 
Jallao SS-368  6/1/2022 

Vincent J San Filippo  
USS Theodore Roosevelt 

SSBN 600 USS John 
Marshall SSBN 611 

11/9/2022 

Leland B. Holmes Associ-
ate Member 11/8/2022 

William Gordon Hill        
USS Bonefish SS-223   Jan 

1, 2023 

Edwin W Thompson 
JR. USS Sea Poach-

er   12/20/2022  



Prayer for our Departed Shipmates  

Almighty God, our heavenly father, who art our refuge and strength and a very 

present help in times of trouble. Help us at this time to put our trust in thee, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to see us through our times of sorrow.  

We thank thee for the life and love, of our shipmates and we ask that the work 

they started here on this earth be carried in the hearts and hands of their family 

and friends. They leave more than just memories.  

Help us to go our way bravely. Even though alone and to do our tasks faithfully 

day-by-day. Make our true love and brotherhood be a constant inspiration to 

our lives and may their memory live on through us. Grant us peace and 

strength for the battle of life while it lasts, and rest at the close of day, when 

work is done.  

Father, when we too are tired, and would prepare ourselves to slip beneath the 

final wave. Grant that we may let loose the moorings and sink slowly into the 

deep waters trusting like them, to wake with thee.  

We commend into your hands of mercy, most merciful father, the souls of our 

departed shipmates may they be found acceptable in your sight.  

They now sail under your orders on their eternal patrol, Shipmates rest your 
oars, Amen  

Tang Base on Eternal Patrol  -  Sailors, Rest Your Oars 

Ronald E. Clauson    
USS Blenny (SS-324)  

6/12/2023 

Ronald William Rivard 
8/24/2023 

William W. Strand                
USS Barracuda SSK-1/SST-3 

1/11/2024 

Eugene Ray Girtman  
USS Skate (SSN-578) 

May 22, 2024 

Edward R Gaurich       
USS Requin SS/SSR/

AGSS-481             
July 1, 2024 

Dennis Zipay             
USS Nathan Hale  

SSBN-623               
March 10, 2024 

Phillip Edward Beals Sr. 
USS Bang (SS 385) 

7/8/2024 

William F. Ogburn, Jr.       
USS Sea Fox SS-402 

3/20/2025 

James A Frantz                   
USS Trutta SS-421     

3/28/2025 

George Ditmore      
USS Thomas Jefferson 

SSBN -618 4/17/2025 

Roland Pelletier     
USS Irex SS-482     

4/18/2025 

John J Poyer III       
USS Chopper SS342 

4/30/2025 



US Navy News 
Retired Navy admiral found guilty in bribery scheme 

A retired Navy admiral was found guilty of bribery by a federal jury Monday for steering a contract to a private 

company while serving in the Navy in exchange for a job with the company post-retirement, federal prosecu-

tors said. Retired Adm. Robert Burke, a former vice chief of naval operations, was found guilty of bribery, 

performing acts affecting a personal financial interest and concealing material facts following a trial that end-

ed Monday in Washington, D.C., federal court, according to a release from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 

District of Columbia. Burke is scheduled for sentencing Aug. 22. He could face 20 to 30 years in prison. 

Burke is the most senior military member ever convicted of committing a federal crime while on active duty, 

according to The Washington Post. “When you abuse your position and betray the public trust to line your 

own pockets, it undermines the confidence in the government you represent,” said interim U.S. Attorney 

Jeanine Pirro in the release. “Our office, with our law enforcement partners, will root out corruption — be it 

bribes or illegal contracts — and hold accountable the perpetrators, no matter what title or rank they hold.” 

From 2020 to 2022, Burke was a four-star Admiral overseeing U.S. naval operations in Europe, Russia and 

most of Africa, according to the release. During that time, Burke directed a contract to Next Jump, an execu-

tive training company. Burke initially contacted Next Jump after a series of scandals involving U.S. Navy of-

ficers and defense contractor Leonard Francis, known as “Fat Leonard.” The contract was to help address a 

perceived ethical and leadership crisis in the service. But his own decisions then led to another ethical crisis. 

“I was allowing myself to be influenced in ways that were inappropriate,” Burke said in a secretly recorded 

Oct. 3, 2023, interview with Navy criminal investigators, the Post reported. “I put myself in positions that al-

lowed [Next Jump] to influence me, and I didn’t fully disclose everything.” Co-CEOs and co-defendants Char-

lie Kim and Meghan Messenger oversaw Next Jump and conducted a workforce training pilot for the Navy 

from 2018 to 2019. But the Navy terminated the contract in late 2019 and directed the company not to con-

tact Burke. However, the admiral met with the co-CEOs in Washington in July 2021 to “reestablish [Next 

Jump’s] business relationship with the Navy,” according to the release. In the meeting, the CEOs agreed 

Burke would use his position to steer the contract to their company for future contracts that could potentially 

be worth millions. in December 2021, Burke ordered his staff to award a $355,000 contract to Next Jump to 

train personnel under his command in Italy and Spain. The company performed the training. Burke then tried 

to get another contract for the company by persuading another admiral to sign off on it. He made several 

“false and misleading statements to the Navy” to conceal the scheme, according to the release. In October 

2022, Burke, who had since retired from the Navy, took a position with Next Jump for an annual salary of 

$500,000 and 100,000 stock options. Burke’s attorney, Tim Parlatore, called the decision a wrongful verdict, 

according to military.com, and told the outlet it was the result of a hasty trial in which the government went to 

great lengths to present evidence that showed only half the story. Parlatore said the trial was initially set to 

run for three weeks but wrapped in five days, concluding without the government presenting all of its evi-

dence. “This case demonstrates that when you start with a bad investigation by incompetent investigators, 

you end up with a case that the only way you can get a conviction is by hiding the evidence from the jury,” 

Parlatore said. Kim and Messenger will face their separate trial in August. Next Jump attorney Reed Brodsky 

told the Post that he expected their trial to be “very different.” “I expect the evidence will show that Burke and 

others at the Navy misled Charlie and Meghan in material ways, and they reasonably relied on Burke who 

was lying to them. I think it’ll be embarrassing for the Navy,” Brodsky said. 

By Todd South: Source Navy Times : https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2025/05/20/retired-navy-

admiral-found-guilty-in-bribery-scheme/ 

 

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2025/05/20/retired-navy-admiral-found-guilty-in-bribery-scheme/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2025/05/20/retired-navy-admiral-found-guilty-in-bribery-scheme/


VA Information 
VA announces major survivor benefits reforms 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans Affairs today announced a three-pronged approach to 

eliminate barriers and streamline the process for how eligible survivors and dependents of deceased Vet-

erans and servicemembers apply for and receive VA benefits and services. 

Specific improvements include: 

Starting this month, VA’s Office of Survivors Assistance will be moved from the Veterans Benefits Admin-

istration to the Office of the VA Secretary, reversing a Biden-era decision that buried OSA under layers of 

bureaucracy. 

Starting this month, VA will create a “white-glove” survivor outreach team to guide and assist eligible survi-

vors throughout their Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) claims process. 

Starting immediately, VA will begin work to identify areas where automation can be used to make the DIC 

claims process easier to navigate for survivors. 

“The last thing survivors need in their time of grief is frustrating red tape and bureaucracy. That’s why we 

are creating a better system to more quickly and effectively provide survivors the services, support and 

compassion they’ve earned,” said VA Secretary Doug Collins. 

Background information on the changes VA announced today is below. 

Relocating OSA 

In 2021, the Biden administration moved OSA from the Office of the VA Secretary to the Veterans Bene-

fits Administration, creating a siloed system at odds with the intent of the Veterans’ Benefits Improvement 

Act of 2008. Starting this month, VA will reverse this decision and move OSA to the Office of the VA Sec-

retary, where a staff of five full-time employees will advise the Secretary on all matters related to the poli-

cies, programs and legislative issues affecting survivors and dependents. 

“White-Glove” Survivor Outreach Team 

Under previous administrations, there were gaps in the survivor claims system and no defined outreach 

process for VA employees to gather information from survivors navigating the benefit process. VA’s 

“White-Glove” Survivor Outreach Team will begin operations in May 2025 and consist of experts based 

out of the Philadelphia VA Regional Benefit Office. These experts will receive specialized training and 

guide and assist eligible survivors throughout every step of the DIC claims process with the goal of getting 

to “yes” on DIC claims decisions for eligible survivors. 

Automation Improvements 

VA now automates more than 1,000 DIC claims payments or adjustments per day and is in the process of 

ongoing enhancements to increase automation that will expedite survivors’ claims and improve their expe-

rience. VA will also be identifying additional areas where automation can be used to make all benefits de-

livery processes easier to navigate for eligible surviving dependents. 

 

Copied from The VA News Site : https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-announces-major-survivor-benefits-
reforms 
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From: USSVI National Commander, Jon Jaques 

Shipmates, 

We have received many calls regarding emails with the following scam message:  

Please do not open or click on anything in this message if you receive it. 

The National Officers and I will never ask you for money or gift cards or send secure messages. If you 

have a question, please call to confirm the validity of any attachment from a national officer or the na-

tional office  

The Scam email is shown below: 

> Yo-u'-ve re-ce-ive-d an se-cu-re me-ssa-g-e fr-om JON JAQUES from UNITED STATES SUBMA-

RINE VETERANS.T-O V-IEW Y-OUR ME-SSA-GE 

> S-a-ve an-d op-en t-he at-tac-hme-nt 

> (Se-cu-reMe-ss-age(dot)ht-ml), a-nd fo-ll-ow th-e 

> in-st-ruc-tio-ns. 

> S-i-g-n i-n u-si-ng t-he f-oll-ow-ing em-ai-l add-re-ss: 

Quesera1(at)att.net 

> T-he ema-il me-ssa-ge an-d it-s at-ta-chm-ent-s ar-e fo-r 

> t-he so-le u-se o-f t-he in-t-en-ded re-cip-ient or 

> re-cipi-en-ts and may con-ta-in con-fide-nt-ial 

> info-rmat-ion. If yo-u ha-ve rec-eiv-ed th-is in e-rr-or, 

> pl-ease no-tify th-e se-nde-r and del-et-e th-is mes-sag-e. 

> © 20-2-5 UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS. 

 

Respectfully, 

Jon Jaques, 

USSVI National Commander. 



USS Tang plaque at the NTC Park          

Submarine Memorial Point Loma at what 

was on the Grinder at RTC San Diego  




