RIDINGIHE

Our Creed

NEWS LETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

Monthly news letter to keep base members, families and friends informed of the ac-
tivities and events of the Tampa Bay, Tang Base. And most importantly to perpetuate
the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties

aboard U.S Navy Submarines.

TANG BASE Meeting at Post #7

Tang Base meets on the 3rd
Saturday of each month except

April, May, October & December at

American Legion Post #7
1760 Turner St
Clearwater FL 33756

Next Meeting

Social at 11:00 - Lunch at 11:30
Meeting at 12:00

WVENTS

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and it’s Constitution.

USSVI Tang Base News Letter

Visit our Website at:

Tang Base Tampa Bay

Visit our YouTube
channel at :

(367) Tan% Base Tampa Bay -
ouTube

Tang Base Website & Facebook

Website: Tang Base Tampa Bay
Facebook: (2) Tang Base | Facebook
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In the Beginning, God Created Submariners
Submariners Created Submarines And Submariners Created the Brotherhood

Lost Boats for September

Name of Submarine Approxiin(‘;lstse Date of Number of Men Lost
S-5 (SS-110) 1-Sep-20 0
GRAYLING (SS-209) 9-Sep-43 77
POMPANO (SS-181) 17-Sep-43 77
S-51 (SS-162) 25-Sep-25 33
CISCO (SS-290) 28-Sep-43 76

Sailors, Rest your Oars

Lord, these departed shipmates with Dolphins on their chests are part of an outfit
known as the best. Make them welcome and take them by the hand. You'll find without
a doubt they were the best in all the land. So, Heavenly Father, add these names to the
roll of our departed shipmates on patrol. Let them know that we who survive will
always keep their memory alive; and also, for all our shipmates currently serving, and
those of us still here, and for all our futures.

The Binnacle list includes any of our Shipmates, Families or Friends that could
use a little help with good thoughts or prayers. Please keep the Tang Base
Chaplain and POC Updated for those that desire to have cards sent.

Base Chaplain : (open), please contact Bob Brady, newsletter editor, with info.
(727) 807-1012, bradyrobert305@gmail.com

Prayer for our brothers and friends in need.

Heavenly Father, we are so helpless. We care so much for our brothers and
friends. They are special to all of us. It hurts us to see them suffering.

And while we cannot be with them Lord, you be with them please.

Be with those who attend them. Comfort those who love them and need them,
as well as those who must wait. Amen.

Tang Base of USSVI




Tang Base Wardroom

Commander
Jerry Anderson (727)494-2425
mvlasabia@gmail.com

Vice Commander
Barry Hammond
bhammond2006@yahoo.com
(321)482-4653

Secretary
David Frazier (417)268-8538
davidfrazier594@gmail.com

Treasurer
Robert Brady (727)807-1012
bradyrobert305@gmail.com

Membership / Holland Club Chairman
Rich Geyer  (727)935-2246
Subrich598mm2@gmail.com

COB
Bob Bachman
rjbach1951@me.com

Storekeeper
Donald “Terry” Hershman
(727)743-1652
capterry08@yahoo.com

Public Relations / Webmaster
T.J. Barr (816)206-5398
Toddjbarr@protonmail.com

Chaplain
(position is open)

Kaps 4 Kids Chairman
(position is open)

Historian
Rick Connole (727) 372-5290
ricconnole@aol.com

USSV-CF Ambassador
Al Aumack (813)434-7298
alaumack@me.com

Librarian / National Secretary
Dave Farrugia (813) 951-1898
dfarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Photographer /Tools Database Manager
Gerry Pollack (727) 940-8036
gapollack@user-services.com

Immediate Past Commander
Robert Cailor
rmcgfish@gmail.com

POC
Bob Sommer (941)780-1136
bobsommer@icloud.com

Command Corner
By Commander Jerry Anderson
and Vice Commander Barry Hammond

Hello Shipmates

September is upon us an the start of a busy last quarter of
the year. The National convention starts on the 6th of
September and runs through the 11th. | will be attending and
after talking with the membership it appears like we will be
well represented. The precommisioning community is
planning to have a booth that should raise some interest.

Our next regular meeting will be at the American Legion
Post7, starting at 1100 with the social period, lunch. The
meeting starts at 1200. We will adding a new section to the
meeting where a member will deliver a history of his
submarine service. | have volunteered to start it off and try to
keep it to 15 minutes.

Lastly | just want to mention our Fall picnic on October 17th
at Redding Shores Constitution Park. \We need to get an idea
of how many are planning to attend so we have enough food.
The menu is going to be beef and chicken kabobs with sides.
The picnics are always a great time. Let us know at the
September meeting or you can call or email me or Vice
Commander Barry Hammond.

Hope to see there.

Fair winds and following seas.
Surface, Surface, Surface

Jerry Anderson, Tang Base
Commander

BELOW—FBM Submarine Picture



From Your Librarian. Up Cominq Events

The latest from Chinese submarine .
development as of June 2026, is a September 19, 2026. — Monthly Meetmg
new attack submarine with a . .
minimum sail. Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 1100

This will enable the boat to pivot
toward higher submerged speed and October 17, 2026. — Social Event
stealth.

Thi devel t will ibl P q - .
change the way future Submarines Fall Picnic — more information coming soon
are designed. .

November 21, 2026. — Monthly Meeting
Meet at American Legion Post #7 at 1100
Until next month, see you around

the library. Dave Farrugia, Past
Commander, National Secretary,
and still your Librarian.

September Birthdays
Dennis Gordon 9/7 Traveling Dolphins
Donald Edwards 9/8
Michael W. Ferranti 9/9
Robert Dunn 9/11
Gary Bouchard 9/15
Norman Kirk Mason 9/17
Michael R. Gilson 9/18
Michael A. Snare Sr. 9/18
Rick Connole 9/24
Kenneth E. Burtner 9/26
Gerard B. Duignan 9/27
Allen F. Hooker 9/30
Charles Baptist 9/30

‘Riding the Vents’ is the monthly publication of Tang Base. The Editor is often guilty of plagiarizing
anything he reads that he likes. Please also feel free to copy anything you like, but if he gets into trouble,
so will you. If you would like to have a copy of this or any other issue emailed to a friend or to a potential
new member, please contact the editor at ... bradyrobert305@gmail.com




Commissioning of two new submarines — USS Massachusetts (SSN-798) & USS Idaho (SSN-799)

The new USS Massachusetts (SSN-798) was commissioned in Boston Harbor in March.
Bob Brady attended the pre-commissioning events and also the Commissioning Ceremony

on the container shipping pier in Boston Harbor. It was 29 de-

grees and windy, but over 2,000 people attended the event.

WOW.
The boat had to be tied to a barge between the pier and the

boat and had a group of Coast Guard boats with machine guns

protecting it on the water side. There were also mobile genera-

tors and a lot of cables and gangways that had to be installed. It

was quite a sight.

The new USS Idaho (SSN-799) was commissioned in Groton, CT
Bob Brady was also at the commissioning week ac-

tivities and the Commissioning Ceremony for the USS

Idaho (SSN-799) at the Submarine Base in Groton, CT.

The events and participation was incredible with over

2,000 participating in many activities for donors and the

crew.
The boat was tied up to the pier which has many ser-

vices and supporting things (power, etc.) as shown in

the picture to the right, and the weather was good.

Shipmates

Welcome to our new USSVI website, which you can reach at  https://ussvi.org or https://
ussubvets.org  Your email address is your username, and you can use the forgot password option to
reset your password. The email takes 3-5 minutes to arrive and provides a temporary password, which

you should change.
July 31, 2026—USSVI National Report

From: Tim Carlisle, National Senior Vice-Commander
Important Recommendations:

1. If you are signing up a previous member or a renewing member, please restore them from our
archived records. If they are not a previous member of your Base, call the National Office and request
Sharon’s assistance.

2. If you are a Member-at-Large and moving to a Base, or transferring to another Base, this
requires working with the National Office to move you.

3. If you are missing members from your base roster, it may be because they do not have their
base selected. Either the National Office or Tim can fix that.

4. We have completed 91% of 229 bug reports. Add a Bug Report.

5. We are working on a new skills assessment with very specific technical, financial, and business
skills (see below). We need your help- please review and fill it out if you have interest in specified
fields: Skills Assessment

6. Please vote if you have not already — currently our voting is over 2% higher than the previous
national election. Your voting invitations were emailed to you - you can search your email for the
following email address: invitations@mail.electionbuddy.com to find your ballot. If that doesn’t work,
email Mike Bost at: subvet635@aol.com

7. Deadline to book a room for the 2026 National Convention is August 10th, and the deadline for
convention Registration is Aug 20th. You can do both here: https://subvetconvention.org. If you have
questions — Contact rick.ussvi@gmail.com




Base Commander

Welcome Vice Commander

Welcome Benediction

Pledge of Allegiance Secretary Report

USSVCF President 50/50 Raffle Winner District Commander



Ticket Sales
Tolling of

the Boats

Richard Murphy
Holland Club

Good of the Order

Socializing &
Sea Stories

Moment of Silence
for Lost Boats
and Sailors




TANG BASE BOOSTERS

2026
Special fund In Memory . .
Sally Key of Charles Key David Frazier General fund
Bob Sommer Special fund
William & Deborah

Vingin General Fund

Peter Wilcox Special fund
James Schiebrel Booster
Albert Rybak Booster

Anneta Kraus General Fund

Bob Brady General Fund

Contributions Gratefully Accepted

Make your check out to ‘USSVI Tang Base’ and mail to:

Robert Brady
39248 US HWY 19N, Lot# 162
Tarpon Springs FL 34689-3964




Tang Base on Eternal Patrol - Sailors, Rest Your Oars

Robert Sheets Dean Steinmetz Larry B. Moody Karl Hermann Edward Wilson George Rocek
USS Odax SS-484 USS Sea Owl SS-405 USS Chopper SS-342 USS Odax SS-484 USS S-10 SS-115 USS Sculpin SS-191
5/10/1995 8/16/1997 1/13/1998 12/5/1999 1/12/2000 Unknown

Joseph J. Lilenfeld Werner Fridman Edgar A. Chase Rudy Burkett Doyle Rowell John McNelis
USS Sailfish $S-192 USS Cavalla SSK-244 USS S-7 SS-132 USS Flyingfish $S-229 USS Pickerel SS-524 USS Spot SS-413
8/8/2000 10/20/2000 10/24/2000 5/15/2001 6/1/2002 Unknown

John Scott Sr.
USS Halfbeak SS-352

Dean Brooks
USS Rasher SS-269

Donald Dubendorfer
USS S-14 SS-119

Clayton S. Scisco
USS Crevalle SS-291

Clifford Perry
USS Bergall SS-320

Joe Anderson
USS S-11 SS-116

6/29/2002 8/19/2002 9/6/2002 11/19/2002 5/15/2003 9/21/2003
John A. Burke Norbert E. Ayres John Buczek Robert Warnock Gerhard R. Richter Richard Hogan
USS Argonaut SS-166 USS Diablo SS-479 N/A USS Barracuda SS-163 - USS Baya SS-318
1/31/2004 2/18/2004 4/10/2004 8/3/2004 10/19/2005 12/13/2005

Ernest Van Deventer
USS Pompon SS-267

Lester J Seaver
USS Runner SS-476

James L. Monte
USS Sea Devil SS-400

Robert H. “Bob’ Collins
USS Cavalla SS-244

Donald L. Powell
USS Cubera SS-347

William J. Mayer
USS Pomfret SS-

1/11/2006 4/13/2006 4/19/2006 7/1/2006 7/21/2006 391 11/17/2006
John P. Kulik Mark A. Kohlhof John H. Morrissey Thomas Harrow Leon Marion Nickolas Manolas
USS Bowfin $S-287 USS Cod SS-224 USS Sturgeon SS-187 USS Argonaut SS-475 USS Quillback $S-424 | USS Grampus SS-

11/29/2006 12/30/2006 1/15/2007 3/29/2007 6/26/2007 523 10/21/2007

Robert W. Rose
USS Pike SS-173
11/19/2007

Michael Porter
USS Grouper SSK-214
12/3/2007

Arthur F. Hunsberger
USS Conger SS-477
7/23/2008

James F. Rankin
USS R-15 S§S-92
10/15/2008

Charles Anderson
USS Dolphin SS-169
10/18/2008

James Foley
USS R-13 SS-90
10/22/2008

Donald C. Birch

Joseph A. Sabol

Grant Besser

Benjamin C. Davis

Ostiglio F. Carbonari

Francis J. Higham

N/A USS Raton SS-270 USS Requin $S-481 USS Sea Dragon SSN-584 USS Pogy SS-266 USS S-12 SS-117
11/2/2008 11/3/2008 12/5/2008 12/8/2008 7/10/2009 8/16/2009
Joseph Milner, Theodore McAnly Thomas B. Dabney Harry Flagg Henry Kaskey James D. Tobin
USS Aspro SS-309 USS Scabbardfish §S-397| USS Plunger SS-179 USS Hoe SS-258 USS Capelin SS-289 USS Steelhead SS-
9/13/2009 10/22/2009 5/21/2010 7/19/2010 1/2/2011 280 2/19/2011
Frank P. Dell Archibald Warnock Robert Flaherty J. Read Gwyer Howard Stein Harry Peche
USS Cachalot SS-170 USS S-20 SS-125 USS Torsk SS-423 USS Bluegill SS-242 USS Becuna SS-319 USS Lamprey S-
4/3/2011 5/31/2011 7/30/2011 2/2/2012 4/30/2012 372 6/2/2012

John Romeo
USS Sea Poacher SS-406
5/30/2012

Rowland Brown
USS Quillback SS424
8/12/2012

Charles W. Brink
USS Icefish SS-367
10/27/2012

Gerhard Bultmann
USS Chivo SS-241
12/16/2012

James W. Eubanks
USS Drum SS-228
2/24/2013

Charles F. Miles, Jr.
USS Bang SS-385
3/19/2013

Emmett D. Miller
USS Pomfret SS-391
4/16/2013

Charles W. Crawford
USS Raton SS-270
4/18/2013

Edward H. Frank
USS Hoe SS-258
5/22/2013

Patrick J. McGee
USS Threadfin S$S-410
10/2/2013

Huie Thomas Dickey
USS Trumpetfish SS-425
10/14/2013

Charles W. Boisvert
USS 0-6 SS-67
2/3/2014

Donald L. McCurley
USS Sablefish SS-303

Edgar W. Nordyke
USS Croaker SS-246

Robert Sundmaker
USS Diablo SS-479

Donald Van Dorn
USS Barracuda SS-163

Warren P. Johnson
USS Sabalo SS-302

Raymond C. Aldrich
USS Irex SS-485

5/8/2014 5/24/2014 11/10/2014 3/11/2015 3/9/2015 9/19/2015
Albert J. Dempster Robert E. Chambers | James H.McCullough | Claude (Wes) Gallaher | Albert Frederick Cabana [YOfn Benedict Gant-
USS S-43 SS-154 USS Trigger SS-564 USS Sirago SS-485 | USS Dragonet SS-293 | USS Sea Cat SS-399 e Sors
10/2/2015 4/612016 8/1312016 11/26/2016 112412017 P
51112017
Walter Ragan Richard “Dick” F. Mohl Douglas DeWitt Robert Gruschow el - -acqiin Robert C. Readel
USS Grampus (SS-523) | USS Aspro (SS-309) | USS Scorpion (SSN-589) | USS Tirante (SS-420) e USS 0-10 (SS-71)
12/10/2017 1/29/2018 4/7/2018 5/12/2012 10/9/2018
8/25/2018
Charles T. Key Thomas "Tom" R. Rostan James H. Sills John D. Fink useomes J- Schidt | Edward R. White
USS Chopper (SS-342) | USS Abraham Lincoln SSBN USS Sea Fox SS 402 USS Tigrone SS 419 (SSBN 618) USS Bugara SS 331
117/2019 602 11/18/2019 12/13/2019 4/11/2020 11/15/2020
9/11/2020
John E. Harrison Charles “Charlie” E. Bond Raymond J. Dennis C. Frank Wreath Leonard D. Greenwood Allen C. Holt
USS Tilefish SS 307 USS Spikefish SS 404 USS Sealion SS 315 | USS Quillback SS424 | USS Growler SS 215 | USS Tambor SS198
2/1/2021 2/8/2021 5/15/2021 8/2/2021 11/23/2021 12/8/2021

Roland Creaser
USS Grayback SSG 574
1/28/2022

Donald Edwards USS
Jallao SS-368 6/1/2022

Vincent J San Filippo
USS Theodore Roosevelt
SSBN 600 USS John
Marshall SSBN 611
11/9/2022

Leland B. Holmes Associ-
ate Member 11/8/2022

William Gordon Hill
USS Bonefish $S-223 Jan
1, 2023

Edwin W Thompson
JR. USS Sea Poach-
er 12/20/2022




Tang Base on Eternal Patrol - Sailors, Rest Your Oars

Ronald E. Clauson
USS Blenny (SS-324)
6/12/2023

Ronald William Rivard
8/24/2023

William W. Strand
USS Barracuda
SSK-1/SST-3 1/11/2024

Eugene Ray Girtman
USS Skate (SSN-578)
May 22, 2024

Edward R Gaurich
USS Requin
SS/SSR/IAGSS-481
July 1, 2024

Dennis Zipay
USS Nathan Hale
SSBN-623
March 10, 2024

Phillip Edward Beals Sr.

USS Bang (SS 385)
7/8/2024

William F. Ogburn, Jr.
USS Sea Fox SS-402
3/20/2025

James A Frantz
USS Trutta SS-421
3/28/2025

George Ditmore
USS Thomas Jefferson
SSBN -618 4/17/2025

Ronald Pelletier
USS Irex SS-482
4/18/2025

John J Poyer llI
USS Chopper SS342
4/30/2025

John Buchanan
USS Stergeon SSN-637
8/31/2025

William Morris
USS Abraham Lincoln
SSBN-602
12/20/2025

Daniel K. Craw
USS Tang SS/AGSS-563
1/12/2026

Sam Aboulafia
USS Von Steuben
SSBN-632
4/16/2026

Gerard B. Duignan
USS Sea Leopard
S$S5-483
6/28/2026

Prayer for our Departed Shipmates

Almighty God, our heavenly father, who art our refuge and strength and a
very present help in times of trouble. Help us at this time to put our trust in thee,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to see us through our times of sorrow.

We thank thee for the life and love, of our shipmates and we ask that the
work they started here on this earth be carried in the hearts and hands of their
family and friends. They leave more than just memories.

Help us to go our way bravely. Even though alone and to do our tasks
faithfully day-by-day. Make our true love and brotherhood be a constant inspira-
tion to our lives and may their memory live on through us. Grant us peace and
strength for the battle of life while it lasts, and rest at the close of day, when
work is done.

Father, when we too are tired, and would prepare ourselves to slip be-
neath the final wave. Grant that we may let loose the moorings and sink slowly
into the deep waters trusting like them, to wake with thee.

We commend into your hands of mercy, most merciful father, the souls of
our departed shipmates may they be found acceptable in your sight.

They now sail under your orders on their eternal patrol, Shipmates rest
your oars, Amen



Marking the Anniversary of the End of World War Il
and the Impact of U.S. Submarine Warfare

September 2nd marks the 81st anniversary of the end of World War Il, a moment when the largest
global conflict in history came to an end and eventually brought home thousands of American service
members after years of brutal combat.

Throughout World War Il, submarines played a critical role in the Pacific, especially as the U.S. Navy
reeled from the devastation of Pearl Harbor. With much of the battle fleet destroyed or damaged,
submarines became one of the few American forces immediately capable of striking back at Japan.

Operating from forward bases such as Pearl Harbor, Manila, and later Fremantle and Brisbane,
submarines conducted aggressive patrols against Japanese shipping, gathering vital intelligence, and
disrupting enemy supply lines.

Though plagued at first by faulty torpedoes, submarines still represented a stealthy and persistent
threat to Japan’s sprawling Pacific operations. Their ability to penetrate deep into enemy-controlled waters
and attack with surprise helped offset the temporary loss of surface superiority, bought time for American
rearmament, and set the stage for the broader submarine campaign that would ultimately strangle Japan’s
maritime lifelines.

Submarine warfare in World War Il evolved from a limited, often experimental effort into one of the
most decisive naval strategies of the conflict. At the start of the war, many navies, including the U.S., faced
problems with doctrine, unreliable torpedoes, and restrictive rules of engagement.

Early submarine operations were cautious and primarily focused on reconnaissance or fleet support.
As the war progressed, however, submarine forces shifted to an aggressive commerce-raiding strategy that
targeted enemy shipping with devastating effect. Improved tactics, better coordination with intelligence
sources such as codebreaking, and advances in technology like radar, sonar, and more effective torpedoes
dramatically increased their effectiveness.

Although they comprised less than two percent of the U.S. Navy’s personnel, submariners were
responsible for destroying 30 percent of the Imperial Japanese Navy fleet during World War Il, including
eight aircraft carriers, 11 cruisers and a battleship. They also destroyed 60 percent of the Japanese
merchant fleet, cutting off crucial supplies to its military forces in the Pacific.

As for the impact made by the U.S. Submarine Force: “If it wasn't for the bravery and ingenuity of the
U.S. Submarine Force, offensive operations in the Pacific would have been significantly delayed, setting the
stage to recapture additional territory at the cost of more American military casualties. The history of World
War Il demonstrated the submarine’s transition from a secondary naval arm to a central weapon of strategic
warfare.” said Pacific Fleet Submarine Museum executive director Andrew “Homer” Ring.

The toll among the U.S. Submarine Force, however, was costly. About 20 percent of the American
forces were lost, including 52 submarines with a total of 3,506 officers and enlisted men killed. Their
bravery and sacrifices are etched in naval history and in the freedoms their service helped protect.

“The anniversary of the conclusion of World War Il serves as a tribute to the strength and sacrifice of
American service members and workers who participated in our nation’s war effort,” Ring said. “A heartfelt
thank you goes out to the Greatest Generation on this 81st anniversary as we celebrate the spirit of freedom
and resilience that defines our nation.”



USS Tang plaque at the NTC Park
Submarine Memorial Point Loma at what
was on the Grinder at RTC San Diego






